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TERMS, > 
Tue Crrsts will be printed in quarto form, on a medium sheet, 
with new type, ‘lhe price $!—and no paper will be sent to any 
person, without payment in advance, postage paid. As nothing 
short of avery large and eff ctive subscription ci justify the con- 


tinu ation of the paper, the above terms will be strictly adbered to. | 


kor We mean to make no debts at all. We abjure all credit in 
this establishment, and insist upon the Cash Syst in. 
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 POLYFICAL. 


interesting Correspondence. 

We are requested by the Central Committee of the 
Democratic Party of Virginia to lay the following Cor. 
respondence before onr Readers—and they earnest! 
recommend Mr. Poinsett’s luminous, dignified and able 
Jetter to the consideration of every Citizen of the U. 
States: 








Ricumonn, May 29, 1840. 
Dear Sir :—The interest of the Administration, as 


far as that depends upon the favorable opinion of 


the People o: this State, and alan, as we believe, 
the cause of truth itself, have been greatly pre- 
judiced by the extraordinary vse which has been 


made of your late Report concerning the militia; | 


—and the important contest we have at hand, will 
furnish fresh incentives for a continued resort to arti- 
fice and misrepresentation.—From these considerations, 
we are constrained to address you directly on the sub- 
ject, and to state to you the substance of the objections 
made to your plan for re-organizing the militia. You 
are charged with a design of establishing a Standing 
Army of two hundred thousand men; with proposing 
a system without precedent in our annals, tyrannical 
and oppressive in al] its details, and without a parallel 
inthe history of free Govyernments—a plan, which it 
is alleged, wis submitted to the President, exainined 
and approved by him, and placed before Congress at 
this particular period in order to organize a body of 
voters to favor his re-election. You are charged, more- 
over, with having origmated a scheme compelimny every 
man to furnish his own arms and accoutrements, there- 
by imposing a heavy tax upon the citizens, contrary to 
the genius of our institutions. 


ogee, These statements have been so solemnly urged, that 


they may impress a portion of the people of Virginia 
with distrast of one, who could have deliberately pro- 
posed and advised such a plan. And our opponents 
have so adroitly employed it. to excite the prejud ces of 
the people, thit we ask you in the sprit of frankness, 
to review the whole subject, and to set forth the consi- 
derations which induced you to propose it at this parti- 
eulir juncture—explain to us the trae character of 
your proposition, and the conelasions to which your 
deliberate judgment, aided by the objections of your 
adversarivs, have conducted you; and state wherein the 
plan proposed by you differs from those, which on tor- 
mer oceasions have been presented to Congress. 

The archives of your own office, and the records of 
both Houses of Congress, place the means of obtaining 
the information we ask, more within your reach at 
Washington than is possessed by ourselves; and we re- 
spectfully ask you to enable os to set this matter in its 
true light before the pubhe Our abject in doing so, is 
both to subgzerve the cause of truth by apprising you 
of the uses which have been inadeOf your proposition 
in Virginja, and to afford you a fair opportunity of ex- 
plaining it fully before the nation. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
THOMAS RITCHIE, 
Secretary of the Central Dem. Com. of Va. 

To J. R. Potsserr, Esq, 

Secretary of War, Washington. 


MR. POINSETT’S REPLY. 
Wasuinetos, June 5th, 1840. 

Dear Sir:—1 have the honor to acknowledye the re- 
ceipt of your letter, of the 20th ultimo, stating your 
belief, that the cause of Democracy in Virginia had 
been seriously prejudiced by the extraordinary use 
which has been made of my late report concerning the 
militia, bringing to my view the substance of the ob- 
jections made to my plan, and asking me to explain 
thie true character of the proposition §0 as to enable the 
Central Democratic Committee, of Virginia, to set this 
matter in its trde light before the public. ° 

f aval myself, with great pleasure, of the opportuni- 
ty thas afforded me of stating, through you, to iny fel- 
low-citizens of Virginia, and to the people of the Uni- 
ted States, the motives which induced me to present a 
plan tor the re-organization of the militia at this parti- 
yp a of explaining the principles on which 
it is eens and of correcting as well the errors of 

i 


RICHMOND, SATURDAY, JUNE 1), 1840. 


some who have opposed it fairly, as the misrepresenta- 
tiens of olhers who have sought only to deceive and 
mislead the people. 


| vote unanimous in one house, and very nearly so in the 
other, expressed an opimion that the country was cx- 
| posed to the hazard of being involved in war; and re- 


{posing a trust and confidence in the patriotism and 


wisdom of the President, unparalleled im the history of 
our Republic, adjourned after investing him with full 
| powers to avertor to meet the danger. Immediately 
{after the passage of that act, which defined the descrip- 
| tion of force to which the defence of the country was 
, to be trusted ia the event of war, the Committee on the 
i Militia of the House of Representatives required me, 
{through their Chairman, to prepare a plan for the bet- 
_ter organizition of the militia of the United States: and 
{no soouer had Congress adjourned than the President, 
jsens ble of the responsibilities unposed upon hin by 
| this act, and anxious alike to justify the confidence of 
| Congress snd to discharge his duty to the nation, called 
upon the Warand Navy departments to farnish fim with 
| statements showing the condition of the defences of the 
1country. The subject was carefully examined, the 
stete of our jortificavons and military preparations, ani 
of our regular and militia forces accurately ascerta:ned 
and atteutively.considered, ‘This examination proved, 
j that the maxuu bequeathed to us by the Father of his 
country, “iN PEACR PREPARE FoR wan,” had been 
utterly neglected. The avenues to our great commer- 
cith capitals aud to our most important naval depdts 
were uuprotected, and there existed no weans of man- 
ning the forts that were.in a condition to receive Weir 
armauent, A few regiments of the army were con- 
centrated in Florida, from whence they could not. be 
withdrawn without risking the safety of that Territory, 
}and the remainder were dispersed along the extensive 
lines of the Northern and Western frontiers. If, there 
fore, tie war which appeared tobe apprehended by Con- 
| gress, should bave-ocenurred, the detence of the country 
must have rested chieity apon the mibttiaof the United 
States. From these eircumstances, no less than frei 
the tenor of the act by which the only additional force 
provided for the occasion and placed by Congress at 
the d sposal of the Execative was of this description, 
its condition became then an object of earnest solici- 
tude, and the result of my inquiries was tiost unsatis- 
factory. In sine of the States the citiz ns, liable to 
militia duty, turn the subjectinto ridicule, and instead 
of being arwed and equipped according to law, appear 
in,masquerade, im others, when niustered, a majority 
of thea are armed with walking canes, fowling-pieces, 
or unserviceable muskets—while in all, the training 
' pr. duces little else than the abstraction of milions an- 
nually from the productive industry of Lae country. In 
saune of the Bates, tranny the militia has been aban- 
doved in despair, aud the law of Congress on the sub- 


ject become a dead letter. There were found in the chief 


towns companies handsomely unverued and well drill- 
ed; but ther nuaber is nsaffiewntto man the works or 
guard the approaches to them respective cities. With 
this force only to depend upon, the danger to which the 
conntry weuld be exposed-on the cecurrenee of the 
jcontingency Comtemplated by Congress, could not be 
disgaiaed. [ shuddered, when fT contemplated the scene 
of contuston that woald attend the appearance of a hos- 
| tile fleet before any of our principal seaports The forts 
manned suddenly with troops unaccustomed to the use 
of great guns, contrasting their slow and uneecrtain fire 
threagh wiich the enemy would pass anharmed unt 
they moored their floating batienes opposite the city, 
with the rapid fire and anerrny ann of the practised 
gunner by wired an coemy would probably be destroy- 
ed, or so crippled as to be conipelled to abandon the at 
plack: or, sup, osinga force to land on our shores, f fore- 
(saw the useless slaughter ot our best and bravest citi 
zeus, whe, for want of mstruction, weuld, m all hawan 
probability, be outman@wuvred and defeated, and the ca- 
lamitous scene of the last war in the capture of Wash- 
ington be acted over again. The result ot this acuion 
iv Which raw militia were brought suddenty together 
and opposed to regular forces in the open. field, com- 
pared with that of New Orleans, where the same de- 
scr:ption of troops were assembled some days before, 
and stationed behind ramparts, teaches an inpressive 
lesson. On the one hand, we seéa gallant but untrain- 
ed army of militia wavering before the steady maneau- 
vres of regular troops, breaking their line, und, panic 
struck, flying from the field, leaving the enemy in pos- 








It must be fresh in your recollection, that Congress, ; ] 
| very shortly before the @lose of the last session, by a| wistily-constructed lines, achieved one of the most bfil- 









session of the city, to burn and destroy it: while on th 
| other, a band composed of a few regulars avd militia, 
| who had the benefit of being brought together a short 
{time in advance, and posied advantegeonsly bebind 


liant and glorious victories recorded in history, saved 

the city which was the object of the enterprize, and 
| drove the enemy with disgrace from our soil. 
| Called by the voice of Congress to prepare todefend 
the country, taught by the events of the last war what 
might be expected from an enterprizing and great na- 
val power, and warned by the English press oi the pos- 
sibility, in case of war with that country, of black regi- 
ments being landed within the territory of the South- 
ero States, and that the horrors of a servile insarrection 
might be added to the ordinary calamities of war, it be- 
came the duty of the Executive to seek to organize and 
render efficient the only means of defence at hand. 

Tue President concurred with me in opinion with 
regard to the importance of re-organizing the militi 
this t me; but hd no agency in preparing the plan 
ported to Congress and no previows knowledge of 
dctuils. It was prepared, as has aleeady been stat 
at the request of a Commitice of the House of Repr 
seitalives expressed at the close of lastsession, and rée- 
ported to this Congress upon a call of the House, made 
direc Jy upon the Seeretery of War, and, as is usual in 
all sech cases, sent to that body without being previ- 
ously submitted tothe President. With it or its details 
he, therefoie, had nothing to do. In preparing it, m 
attention was first directed to the several phlons which 
had been recommended to the consideration of Con- 
gress by Mr. Van Buren’s predecessors, as well as those 
proposed by Committees of Congress, and experienced 
officers of the line and of the- militia. In order that you 
may fully comprehend the subject, and justly appreci- 
ate the principles on whch the plan under considera- 
tion is based, | will briefly recapitulate the leading 
poimts in the systems recommended. 

The first plan, that of General Knox, was sanctioned 
by General Washington, after being modified accord- 
bing tothe alterations suggested by him. It proposed 
te divide the militia into tree classes. The first to be 
denominated the Adrance Corps, and to be composed of 
young wen from eighteen to twenty years of age, in- 
clusive. The second to be denomimated the Main 
Corps, and to be composed of men from twenty-one to 
forty five years of age; and the third to be denomi- 
nated the Reserve Corps, and to be composed of men 
from forty-five to sixty years of age. “The whole of 
the Advance Corps,’ says the report, “shail be clothed 
according to the manner herealter directed, armed and 
subsisted at the expense of the United States, and all 
the youth of the said Corps in each State, shall be en- 
camped together, if practicable, or by legions, which 
eneampmentsshail be called the Annual Camp of Dis- 
cipline.” 

“The youth of eighteen and nineteen shal! be disci- 
plined for thirty days, successively, in each year, and 
those of twenty years shall be disciplined only for ten 
days in each year, which shall be the last teu days of 
the annual encanipment.” 

“The non-commissioned officers and privates are not 
to reevive any pay during the said time, but the com- 
miss:oned ofiicers. will receive the pay of their relative 
ranks, agreeably to the Federal establishment for the 
time being.” 

Geuweral Knox then goes on te estimate for a major- 
general and staff, four vrigadiers, with their inspectors 
and aids, and all the other officers for four legious, 
amounting to the anoual sum of $390,240. 

The next project for oranizing the aylitia was pre- 
sented by Mr. Jefferson, in how message te Congress in 
December, 1865— He says, “You will consider whether 
it would not be expedievt for a state of peace, as well 
as of war, 80 to organize or elass the militia as would 
enable us, ona sudden emergency, to call for the ser. 
vices of the younger portions, unuicumbered with the 
old and those having families. Upwards of three han 
dred thousand able bodied men, between the ages of 
eghteen and twenty-six years, which the lost census 
shows we may now ceunt within oar hiate, will fur. 
nish a competent number for offence or defence, im any 
point where they may be wanted, and will give time 
for raising regular forers, after the necessity of then 
shall become certain; and the redncing to the early pe- 
riod of life all its active service, cannot but be deswa- 
ble to our younger cit'zéns of the present, as well as 
future times; inasmuch as it engages to them, in more 
advanced age, a quiet and undisturbed repose in the 
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| ev@gy harbor so prepared by works and gun-boats, as to | ped at the expense of the U. S.—one or more arsenal 
+ be Jr a reasonable state of security against any proba- | and depots were to be established in each State or Ter- 
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bosom of their families. I cannot, then, but earnestly | efficient organization of the army induced him again to 
recommend to your early consideration the expediency | cal! the attention of Congress to the subject. 
of so modifying our militia system, as by a separation | last message of December 3d, 1816, he says: * As a 


of the more active part, from that which is less so, we | subject of the highest importancg to the national wel- | 


may draw from it, when necessary, an effective corps, | fare, | must again earnestly recommend to the conside- 
fit for real and active service, and to be called to in re- | ration of Congress a re-organization of the militia on a 
gular rotation.” | plan, which will form it into classes according to the pe- 
So earnest were Mr. Jefferson's convictions of the | riods of life more or less adapted to military services. 
propriety and necessity of this measure, that at a late | An efficient militia is authorized and contemplated by 
period of his life, this able statesman and exalted pa-| the Constitution, and required by the spirit and safety 
triot thus writes to General Kosciusko, on the 26th of of the Government. The present organization of our 
February, 1810: “Two measures have not been adopted | militia is universally regarded as less efficient than it 
which | pressed upon Congress repeatedly at their | ought to be made; and no organization can be better cal- 
meetings. ‘The one to settle the whole ungranted ter- | culated to give to it its due force, than a classification 
ryory of Orleans, by donations of land to able-bodied which will assign the foremost place in the defence oi 
yt men, to be engaged and carried there at the pub- | the country to that portion of its citizens, whose acti- 


/ li¢ expense, who would constitute a force always ready | vity and animation best enable them to rally to its stand- 


A 


on the spot to defend New Orleans. The other was to | ard.” 
class the militia according to the year of their birth,| In conformity with these views and in compliance 
and make all those from twenty to twenty-five, liable | with a resolution of the House of Representatives, re- 
to be trained and called into service at a moment's | questing the Secretary of War to report a system for 
This would have given us a age three the organization and-discipline of the militia, best cal- 
r train- | 
ing for service in any part of the United States; while h 
those who had passed through that period would remain | submitted in 1817 by that officer which divided the 
at home, liable to be used in their own or adjacent | militia into three classes. ‘Those between 18 and 21 
These two measures would have completed | years of age to be called the Minor Class; those be- 
what I deemed necessary for theentire security of our| tween 21 and 31 to be called the Junior Class; and 
country. They would have given me on my retirement | those over 31 and under 45 years of age to be called 
from the government of the nation, the consolatory re- | the Senior Class of militia.” 
flections, that having found when I was called toit, not| The militia of the two first classes to be assembled 


force when called into the public service, a plan was 





contribution by a single privateer or pirate, I had left, while go assembled they shall be subsisted and equip- 


» blefttack; the territory of Orleans acquired and plant- | sitory. 
The committee of the House to which this portion | 


edfwith an internal force sufficient for its protection; 


in bis! 


culated, in his opinion, to promote the efficiency of that | 


and the maximum aggregate 595,270 men.” 


a single seaport town in a condition to repe! a levy of at cantonments not more than twice a year, and that after making liberal de 


‘received by the American people; and when too it is be- 
lieved that notwithstanding this relief, a superior efii- 
'ciency will be imparted to this natural arm of the na- 
tional defence.’’ The board of Officers composed of 
| General Scott; Major-General T. Cadwallader of Penn- 
sylvania; Adjutant-Geveral Sumner of Massachusetts; 
Adjutant-General Daniel of N. Carolina; Lieutenant- 
| Colonels Eustis, Z. Taylor and E. Cutler, and Major 
Nourse, of the United States Army, took the same view 
of the classification, as | have done, and exempted the 
; young men up to the age of twenty-one, ‘because it 
| was thought unnecessary, in time of peace, for govern- 
| ment to interfere with the ordinary contro] of parents, 
guardians and masters over minors’’—and gave it as 
, their opinion, that a well-regulated, armed and instruct- 
!ed militia of 400,000 men for the whole Union, would be 
sufficient for al] the purposes stated in the Constitu- 
tion.’ They proposed ‘an Adjutant-General as neces- 
| sary to the establishment of an efficient plan.’ They 


| proposed “to increase the term of service when the mi- 


litia may be called out by the President from three to 
; twelve months.’ They proposed ‘to enrol and organ- 
ize one brigade for every congressional district in ihe 
| United States—the minimum aggregate to be 410,374 
Camps of 
| instruction to be formed for the officers alone, who are 
| to receive pay during the period of encampment. 104 
| camps are recommended for ten days in the year, each 
to have an instructor from the regular army or from 
| West Point, and the number of officers annually as- 
sembled and paid during the period of encampment, 
ductions for absence from sick- 
ness and other causes, is estimated at 16,758. The 


s| whole expense calculated at $150 cents a day for each 
| officer, at $1 25, andjone dollar varies from $318,123 = 


| $276,258 = to 234,348 for the ten days. 


General Jackson, than whom no man in this country 


the whole territory of the United States organized of Mr. Madison's message and the plan of the Secre-| had better opportunities of observing and practically 


by such a classification of its male force, as would give | tary of War were referred, and of which General 
it the benefit of all its young population for active ser- William\Henry Harrison was Chairman, submitted an 
vice, and that of a middle and advanced “er for sta- | elaborate report, accompanied by a bill, adopting the 
tionary defence. But these measures will, hope, be | principles recommended by the Executive, and engraft- 
completed by my successor, who, to the purest princi-/ ed upon it a system for the military instruction of all 
ples of Republican patriotism, adds a wisdom and fore- | tj,¢ youth in the U.S. at the publicexpense. The re- 
sight second to no man on earth.” : | port sets forth, that “to instruct the present militia of 
In 1810, Mr. Madison called the attention of Con- | the country to any useful extent would require a larger 
gress to this subject. Speaking of the militia, he says, | portion of their time than they can possibly spare from 
“It is for their consideration (Congress) whether fur- | the duty of providing for their families, unless they are 
ther provisions are not requisite for the other contem- | |jperally paid—to pay them, would absorb all the re- 
plated objects of organization and discipline. To give | sources of the nation.” 
to this great mass of physical and moral force the etti- | “The alternative appears to be to direct the efforts of 
ciency which it merits and is capable of receiving, it! the government to instruct such a portion of the militia 
is indispensable, that it should be instructed and prac- as their means willallow, and which would produce the 
tised in the rules by which they are to be governed.— post beneficial result upon the whole mass.”’ 
Towards an accomplishment of this important work, 1} The bi!) divided the militia into three classes, as pro- 


experiencing the deficiencies of the present system, 
|recommended in the most earnest manner an organiza- 
| tion of the militia by classes. He says in his message 
of December, 1835: “Occurrences to which we, as well 
‘as all other nations are liable, both in our internal and 
externa] relations, point to the necessity of an efficient 
| organization of the militia, 1 am again induced, by 
| the importance of the subject, to bring it to your atten- 
jtion. To suppress domestic violence, and to repel fo- 
| reign invasion, should these calamities overtake us, we 
‘must rely, in the first instance, upon the great body of 
the community whose will has instituted, and whose 
' power must support, the government. A large standing 
| military force is not consonant to the spirit of our insti- 


|tutions, nor to the feelings of our countrymen; and 
| the lessons of former days, and those also of our own 
times, show the danger, as wel] as the enormous ex- 


drcammand, far the opusideration of.Congrese, the ex- posed by the Secretary of War; and General Harrison | pense of these permanent and extensive military or- 


se of instituting a system, which shall, in the | 
rst instance, call into the field, at the public expense, 
and, for a time, certain portions of the commissioned and | 
non issioned officers. The instruction and dis- 
cipline thus acquired would gradually diffuse, through 
the entire body of the militia, that practical knowledge 
and promptitude for active service, which are the great 
ends to be pursued.”’ 


In 1812, when on the eve of*a war with Great Bri- 
tain, Mr. Madison repeats the recommendation with 
great earnestness—and at the close of the war, he says, 
“I cannot press too much on the attention of Congress 
such a classification and organization of the militia as 
will most effectually render it the safeguard of a free 
State. Ifexperience has shewn in the recent splendid 
achievements of the militia, the value of this resource 
for the public defence, it has shewn also the import- | 
ance of that skill in the se of arms, and of familiarity | 
with the essential rales of discipline, which cannot be 
expected from the regulations now in foree.”’ 

In 1812, the Legislature of Kentucky adopted reso- 
lutions on this subject, and recommended to Congress 
the classification of the militia by dividing it into three 
classes—the first to be composed of al) capable of bear- 
ing arms from 15 to 21 years of age—the second be- 
‘tween 21 and 27—the third between 27 and 45 years of 
age. The principal object of the first class would be, 
to acquire a knowledge of tactics and diserpline; of the 
second, which might be denominated the effective one, 
tobe completely armed and equipped tounarch when- 
ever required; of the third, to form areserve, which need 
not be compelled to attend musters, unless when called 
upon to render actual service.” 

“The progress of'all capable of bearing arins, through | 
the several classes, promises a greater perfection of dis- 
cipline than can be effected under the present plan; al! 
would, in fact, have thus passed through a school in 
which it would have been taught, and perhaps more 
than a million of dollars be annually saved to the com- 
munity in the labor of those excused from uselessly at- 
tending musters, But the greatest advantage which 
would result from it would be the keeping an effective, 

and competent military force at all times 
service, without the danger and inconvenience 


non 





ing Army.’ 
‘The great solicitade felt by Mr. Madison for a more 


T 





says, “the janior or middle class will be composed of | ganizations. . That jest medium which avoids an inade- 
men who have small families or those who have none, | quate preparation on one hand, and the danger and 
who are in the full enjoyment of bodily strength and | expense of a large force on the other, is what our 
activity, and whose minds are more easily excited to | constituents have a right to expect from their Govern- 
military ardor and the love of glory, then those of @| ment This object can be attained only by the main- 
more advanced period of life. Notwithstanding this | tenance of a small military force, and by such an or- 
classification, it is recommended that the officers and | ganization of the physical strength of the country as 
sergeants of the whole militia of the United States, be | may bring this power into operation, whenever its ser- 


trained for one month in every year, at the public ex- 
pense. The estimate, upon the supposition that the offi- 
cers and sergeants receive full pay for one month, with- | 
out rations or an allowance of rations or forage, except | 
to the Sergeants for whom rations might be necessary, | 
ainounts to $1,733,500; and one made upon the suppo-, 
sition that the officers receive only half pay and the ser- | 
geants full pay and rations, amounts to $1,575,006; a 
third estimate, upon the supposition that all the officers | 
receive thirty dollars a month, or leaving them on full 
pay and rations, requires $1,565,000 per month.” 

On coming into office, Mr. Monroe called the unre- 
mitted attention of Congress to the organization and 
discipline of the militia, and frequently repeated the 
recommendation. 

In 1825, the then Secretary of War, Mr. Barbour, 


assembled a board composed of regular and milltia offi- | 


cers, to take inte consideration the expediency of re-or- 


ganizing the militia. Their report, and the numerous | 
letters addressed to the Secretary in reply to a series of | 
queries put by him to the Governors of the several | 


States, all recommend a select hody of militia to be 


trained for the defence of the country, in preference | 


to the fruitless attempt then and now making to disci- 
pline the whole mass. 

Mr. Barbour says in his report to President Adams.in 
1826, “Important changes in the present system are in- 
dispensable to make the militia any way equal to the 
standard assigned it by the wishes of the patriot; and 
again, “It would appear that keeping up a system of 
the militia so extensive as the present, and burthen- 
some, withont any advantage to a large class of our ci- 
tizens, was altogether unnecessary. A different organ- 
ization, therefore, by which at least a million anda half 
of our most useful citizens would be relieved from the 
unprofitable pageantry of military parade for five or six 
days in the year, constituting so injurious a draft on 
their industry, must be one which cannot fail to be well 


vices are required. A classification of the population 
offers the most obvious means of effecting this organi- 
zation. Such a division may be made as will be just 
to all, by transferring each, at a proper period of life; 
from one class to another, and by calling first for 
the services of that class, whether for instruction 
or action, which, from age, is qualified for the 
duty, and may be called to perform st with the least 
injury to themselves, or to the public. Should the dan- 
ger ever become so imminent as to require additional 


| force, the other classes in succession would be ready 


for the call. And if, in addition to this organization, 
voluntary associations were encouraged, and induce- 
ments held out for their formation, our militia would 
be in a state of efficient service. Now, when we are 
at peace, is the proper time to adjust and establish 2 
practicable system. The object is certainly worth the 
| experiment, and worth the expense. No one appreciat- 
| ing the blessings of a Republican Government, can ob- 
ject to his share of the burden which such a plan may 
impose. Indeed, a.moderate portion of the national 
funds could scarcely be better applied, than in carrying 
into effect and continuing such an arrangement, and in 
giving the necessary elementary instruction.’ “The 
| armor and the attitude of defence afford the best secu- 
| rity against those collisions which the ambition, or in- 
| terest, or some other passion of nations, not more justi- 
| fiable, is liable to produce. In many countries, it is 
|considered unsafe to put arms into the hands of the 
people, and to instruct them in the elements of mili- 
tary knowledge. That fr-ar can have no place here, 
when it is recollected that the People are the sovereign 
power. Our Government was instituted, and is sup- 
ported, by the ballot-box, not by the musket. What- 
ever changes await it, still greater changes must be made 
in our social institutions, before our political system 
can yield to physical force. In every aspect, therefore, 
in which I can view the subject, | am impressed with 
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the importance of a prompt and efficient organization | than thirty-one times in their official recommendations. | vice, and one-fourth be received for training fresh from 


of the militia.” 

And Mr. Cass, in his reportof the same year, uses 
the following language: “The defective organization of 
the militia ts universally acknowledged. 
practical utility results trom the administration of the 
present system; and if this great element of national 
defence is worth preservation and improvement, it is 
time -the whole subject should be examined,and that a 
plan suited to the exigencies of the country, should be 
adopted. | am unwilling to believe, that there are such 
inherent difficulties in this subject as to render it im- 
practicable or even very difficult to organize this great 
force,so peculiarly adapted to our condition and insti- 
tutions, in such a manner as to render it active and 
efficient in those junctures when the country may be 
called on to exert its power. I presume few would be 
found to advocate the maintenance of a standing mili- 
tary force, adequate to all the purposes of peace and 
war. 
which no nation can expect exemption, and which call 
for an extension of our physical means, we must resort 
to an increase of the army, or to the embodying of the 
militia. It is obvious, from the extent of the country, 
that we can never keep at all the exposed points such a 
permanent force, as circumstances may occasionally re- 
quire. The natural, and, in fact, the necessary de- 
pendence must be upon the militia; and if it be unor- 
ganized, we shall be found without the means to repel a 
foreign enemy, or to repress internal disturbances 
should these evils occur.”” ‘The basis of an efficient 
organization ofthe militia must be a selection for in- 
struction and service of that part of the pepulation best 
qualified for these duties. Age and physical capacity 


present the proper considerations for such a selection. | 


The principle is stated, with his usual force by Mr. 
Jefferson, in his message to Congress of Dec., 1805.” 

“Had the general principles’’ so frequently “recom- 
mended been practically adopted, and a corresponding 
system established, with the necessary details, first for 


instruction, and then for active service, it cannot be | 


doubted that the coarse of events which marked the 
commencement of the late war would have been avoid- 
ed, and an immense expenditure of blood and treasure 
saved to the naiion. The warning voice, which was 
not heeded then, may perhaps be heard now, and, if it 
is, it may produce incalculable benefits.” __ 

“A mere organization would avail but little, unless 
inducements were held out for proper instruction and 
equipment; and I consider, therefore, some provision 
for elementary instruction and for such equipment as 
may be necessary to excite a proper emulation, indis- 
pensable to any improvement of our militia system— 
indispensable, { may add, to its very existence. An ar- 
rangement for these objects would embrace the first 
class only. It would, to be sure, involve expense; for, 
an adequate compensation must be allowed to the per- 
sons required to be embodied at these schools of in- 
struction for a few days in the year; and it would 
probably be found expedient to continue the present 
plan of voluntary corps with some changes, and to 
require them also to meet for improvement. It is in 
vain to expect, that the whole adult male population of 
the country can or will furnish themselves with the ar- 
ticles required by law; or that their collection, for any 
number of days they can afford to devote to this ob- 
ject, and under the usual circumstances of such as- 
semblages, can produce any beneficial effect to them- 
selves or their country. Already, in a number of the 
States, the system has sunk under the weight of pub- 
lic opinion, and the practical question now is, whether 


But little | 


When, therefore, those exigencies arise, from | 


1 indulge the hope that the present state of public af- 
fairs may lead to a re-examination of the system, and to 
| such changes as may render it permanently useful.” 
My plan exempts the very young men trem militia | 
duty, and, in this respect, coincides with that proposed | 
| by General Scott, and recommended by Mr. Barbour— 
| not only because [ agree with them, that such a distri- 
| bution of service is an improper and unnecessary in- 
| terference with parents and guardians, and has an im- 
| moral tendency, but from the hardship it imposes, and | 
the difficulty it. creates of bringing together even a 
| sinall body of men in sparsely settled districts. It in- 
cludes all free white men, from the age of from 20 to 
| 37, separating from the mass of the militia 200,000 men 
|—one half of the number to be liable to be calledsout | 
for training, and the other half to be liable to military 
duty as a reserve, if their services should be needed— 
the militia mustered for training, to be assembled in| 
| the neighborhood of depéts of arms to be established 
for the purpose, each battalion within its own State, | 
and as nearly as practicable in the centre of its dis- | 
trict. It recommends the battalior formation, as con- 
| fessedly that best adapted for instruction. It contem- | 
plates arming the militia thus selected, with arms, to | 
be furnished and kept constantly in good order, by the 
government—leaving in force the Ist section of the law 
| of 1792, both because no preceding plan proposed its re- 
| peal, and because the act which provides tor the distribu- 
| tion of arms among the several States in proportion to the | 
| number of their militia, enables them to relieve their citi- 
zens ina very great degree, from the burden of furnish- 
ing theirown arms and equipments. That section of the 
old law is in these words: “That every citizen so en- 
rolled and notified, shall, within six months thereafter, 
| provide himself with a good musket or firelock, a suf- 
ficient bayonet and belt, two spare flints, and a knap- | 
sack, a pouch with a box therein, to contain not less 
j than 24 cartridges suited to the bore of his musicet or 
firelock, each cartridge to contain a proper quantity of 
powder and ball; or with a good rifle, knapsack, shot 
pouch and powder horn, 20 balls suited to the bore of} 
his rifle, a quarter of a pound of powder; and sha)! ap- 
pear so armed, accoutred and provided, when called 
out to exercise or into service—except, that when called 
out on company days to exercise only, he may appear 








the people; thus keeping up in the trained bands the 
popular principle. It conte mplates the previous degis- 
lation of the States, before its 
ried into effect, except in cases’ where citizens might 
volunteer their services . 

In proposing to subject the militia when called out 
by the President, to the rules and articles of war, | 
have done no more than leave the law as it now stands, 
Such a provision has been found necessary to ensure 
proper subordination in the field, by all officers who 
have commanded militia, and by none of them was this 
necessity felt and more frequently acknowledged than 
by General Washington and General Jackson, 

I have endeavored to answer your enquiries in the 
spirit of frankness in which they are made, and believe 


provisions are to be car- 


| thatit will be apparent, from this brief recapitulation of 
|the repeated and urgent recommendations made to 


Congress by Mr. Van Buren’s predecessors, and of the 
plans for the more perfect organization of the militia, 
proposed by former Secretaries of War, by Commit- 
tees of Congress, and by experienced officers of the 


army and militia of the United States, that the propo- 


sition under censideration, so far from being new in 
principle, corresponds in its most essential provisions, 


| with those recommended by Washington, Jefferson, 


Madison, Monroe and Jackson, and is certainly not 
less liberal and democratic. Those illustrious men and 
enlightened patriots expressly state, that they regard 
the more perfect organization of the militia by training 
a given number of them with superior care, as afford- 
ing the only means of avoipING THE NECESSITY oF 
KEEPING ON FouT A LARGE Sranping Anmy. 

They all ineuleate the propriety of relieving the 
great inoss of the militia from the onerous burthen of 
frequent mustering, and recommend the classification 
of it so as to confine the duty of training to defend the 
country, toa select body of men, varying only as to 
the nuinber, from three to four hundred thousand men. 

I do not pretend to say, that the system I have pre- 
sented to Congress is the best that can be devised; but 
[ hope my friends are now convinced that it is not 
without precedent in our annals, “ tyrannical and op- 
pressive in its details and without a parallel in the his- 
tory of free Governments;"’ but, on the contrary, that 
in seeking to lessen the burthens of the people and at 


without a knapsack. That the commissioned officers | the same time to render the militia more efficient, I 
shall, severally, be armed with a sword or hanger, and | have done no more than imitated the example of the 
espontoon; and that from and after five years trom the | best and greatest men who have ruled the destinies of 
passing of this act, all muskets for arming the militia, | this country. If I have erred, sodid they. If | thought 
as herein required, shal! be of bores sufficient for balls it expedient, when the country was threatened with 
of the eighteenth part of a pound. And every citizen! war to prepare to meet it, they urged their fellow-citi- 
so enrolled and providing himself with arms, ammuni- | zeus to de so in time of peace. If | considered the pre- 
tion and accoutrements required as aforesaid, shall hold | sent militia system defeetive and likely to lead to de- 
the same exempt from all suits, distresses, executions, | feat and. disgrace at the commencement of hostilities, 
or sales for debt or for the payment of taxes.’ This see. and rendering the creation of a large Standing Army 
tion of the act was approved by Gen. Washington in | necessary during their continuance, and therefore re- 
1792; by Mr. Jefferson, upon a revision of this law in| commended thata select body of citizens should be bet- 
1803, and has continued in force to this day. ter trained, armed and equipped than the rest, in order 

The Constitution guarantees equally to the people of that they might be prepared at all times to repel inva- 
the United States the right of trial by jury and the right | 8!" OT Tepress insurrection; so did Washington, Jef- 
to keep and bear arms; and lest the people should ferson, Madison, Monroe and Jackson; and fam well 
neglect to exercise these inestimable privileges, on | Stisfied, that in endeavoring to earry out their views 
which their liberties as individuals and asa nation, ina 
great measure depend, the law has from the commence- 
ment of the government provided that they shall do) I have now presented to you my motives for submit- 
their duty to themselves, and to their country in these | ting this proposition at this particular juneture, and as 
essential particulars. The General Government aids | briefly as practicable, asketch of the several plans which 
the States to arm their citizens; but its constant policy | have been submitted to Congress since the foundation of 
has been, that every freeman in America should be | oatgovernment; and after reviewing the whole subject 
armed and equipped in order that he may at all times as you request, aided by the lights derived from the 
be prepared to defend his country and his liberty. objections of its opponents, I am satisfied that the or- 


beacon light of Liberty. 








we shall remain, in fact, defenceless, or resort to a large 
standing military force in time of peace—that just 
dread of all free Governments; ar adopt an efficient plan, 
which will prepare for the public'defence the greatest 
force at the least cost, and without danger. The bless- 
‘ings we have inherited cannot be*preserved without ex- 
ertion, nor without expense. It were idle to sit still and 
flatter ourselves with the hope that war is never to over- 
take us, and it would be worse to delay all efficient or- 
ganization of our physical means till the time for its 
active employment arrives. Nearly fifty years have 
elapsed, since the adoption of the present Constitution. 


| My plan proposes to train the officers and men to- | ganization proposed, so far from being tyrannical and 


gether; whereas, my predecessors appear to be of opi- oppressive in its details, woald prove less onerous than 
| nion that it is sufficient to have camps of instruction that now in existence. It is true, the objections of its 
| for officers. ‘I have considered this quéstion anxiously, | Pponents have not afforded me much aid in consider- 
| and am convinced that the men who are to stand shoul- | ‘Ng the subject, for they apply almost exclusively, as 
' der to shoulder in the hour of battle, should be trained | before remarked, to the existing system. ‘They impute 
| together in time of peace; and equally satisfied that | © me all that may appear defective we the present ors 
| those who are to defend the forts and fight the great ganization under the militia law of 1792, and in order 
/ guns, must be assembled in the casemates and on the | that this glaring attempt to deceive the people may be 
rafpparts, and taught to load those guns quickly and fully understood, | respectfully suggest that the act it- 
fire them accurately. self may be published. 

The Committee of the House of Representatives of 


} 


That a man who, like Mr. Van Buren, has through- 


and following their example, I have been guided by the” 


During all that time no essential changes have been | 
made in our militia system, and it has gradually de-| the 14th Congress, of which Generel Harrison was 
clined in utility and efficiency, and in public confi-| Chairman, appear to have been of the same opinion; 
dence; and there is reason to fear its entire abandon- | but we differ in the manner of remunerating the ser- 


ment, woless it undergo important modifications. In 
this long interval, the value of the system seems to 
have been appreciated by all the Presidents of the 
United States, as well as those who from the habits 
of their lives could best estimate its value by their 
personal observations, as by those whose «pinions may 
have been well formed from the course of events hay- 
ing relation to this matter, and.in their annual commu- 
nications, commencing with the Inaugural Address of 
General Washington, this subject has been almost con- 
stantly pressed upon the attention of Congress. For 
the purpose of showing its importance, in the opinion 
of those eminent citizens, [ have caused their commu- 
nications to be examined, and find that the subject has 
been presented to the legislatare and the nation no less 


| vices of the militia—that committee proposing to pay 
the officers alone, while my plan contemplates paying 
privates as well as officers; it havimg appeared to me, 
that the latter were equally entitled to be remunerated 
for their services, as those who commanded them. 

My plan recommends the division of the whole ter- 
ritory of the U. S. into military districts; an arrange- | 
ment, which will be acknowledged by every person ac- | 
quainted with the subject, to be extremely useful to the | 
service in time of peace, and absolutely necessary in 
war, 

It proposes a succession in the militia companies se- 
lected for training, so that one-fourth part might every 
year impart to the body of the people a portion of the 
discipline and skill acquired during the period of ser 











out his whole political career, placed his sole reliance 
upon the virtue, intelligence and independence of the 
people, should seek to enrol a select body of militia un- 
der the pretext of defending the country, when threat- 
ened with war, in order to organize a body of voters to 
favor his re-election, is too improbable to require refu- 
tation: and I may be permitted to say for’myself, that 
every act of a long life spent in the public service, and 


| devoted to the cause of freedom, forbids the conclusion 


that] would insult my fellow-citizens by supposing thera 
capable of being made the tools of any man, however 
exalted in station or character. 
I have the honor to be, 
Dear sir, very sincerely, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
Tuomas Rircute, Esq., Secretary to the Central De- 
mocratic Committee of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 
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Voices from Kentucky, Georgia and Indiana. 

The Globe aptly says, that’ Mr. Webster rang the 
changes upon the word change—but the Opposition give 
us the sound; we give them the sense of it. Read the Iet- 
ters from Wicklifle of Kentucky; Lamar of Georgia; and 
Tillotson of Indiana; all able, distingnished, leading 
men in their respective States. The Lexington Ke- 
porter, conducted by D. C. Wickliffe, a brother of R. 
N. Wicki:ffe, complains that Mr. R. N. Wickliffe has 
separated himself from his relations—But the Louis- 
ville Advertiser says, that “On this point the Reporter 
is in error. We happen to know that a prominent re- 
lation of Mr. Wickliffe—a distinguished statesman— 
has also abandoned the party without principles—and 
that other relations of the same gentleman begin to 
doubt whether they can, with honor, edhere any longer 
to the Whig cause. Nor is this all. Our fellow-citi- 
zens in the country are turning by scores from Harri- 
son, Log cabins and hurras for the hard cider candi- 
date do not satisfy reflecting men—men who value the 
right of snifrage, and cannot consent to gee it sported 
with or turned into ridicule. Other prominent men in 
Lexington, besides Mr. Wickliffe, have recently aban- 
doned the hard cider party; and the position of Harri- 
son, in reference to Abolition, a National Bank, and 
other agitating questions, is such as to render it im- 
possible for him to be supported by Republicans.’’— 
And how can it be otherwise? These are changes which 
we recommend to Mr. Webster's consideration. They 
point to the result in November, as an infallible Index. 

(From the Levington ( Kentucky ) Gazette, ) / 
MR. ROBERT N: WICKLIFFE, 

In another column we publish the response of this 
*gentleman to the call upon him in our last, emanating 
from several members of the Democratic party, to be- 
come a candidate to represent this county in the next 
Legislature. His private affairs compel him to decline 
the invitation, but he assigns with great clearness, 
calmness and strength, the considerations which have 
induced him to decline swpporting General Harrison, 
and determined him to vote for Mr. Van Buren. 

Most reluctantly, as is evident from the tone of bis 
remarks, has he been driven tothis conclusion. Indeed, 
there was every thing to deter him from his present 
course, which usdally influences the formation and 
expression of opinions. His relatives are all to be 
found in the opposite ranks—some of them hold high 
stations, and many of them are warm partisans. Mr. 
Wickliffe has heretofore been elected to the Legislature 
from this county upon the Whig ticket, and the only 
path to preferment (from the decided Whig majority in 
this county and district) is to be found in the ranks of 
the Whigs. 

Casting aside all these considerations, and looking 
alone to the aspect of parties and the, principles at 
stake, with deliberate judgment Le has cast from him 
early associations, the ties of party, the prospects of 
political advancement, and taken his stand in the ranks 
of the Democracy. 

Most cordially do we welcome him. Not because 
we expect to derive success from his accession, but 
because of the strong proof it affords of the correctacss 
of our cause and the justice and trath of our princi- 

les. Nothing but the ciearest convictions of this could 
or induced such astep—by none but a strong-minded 
and true-hearted man would it have been taken. 
For the Kentucky Gazette. 

Mr. Editor: I perceive in your last paper, a call upon 
me to become a candidate for the Legislature. These 
notices of personal friendship, are by me duly appre- 
ciated; and my only regret is, that Iam unable to re- 
spond affirmatively. My private interests, at present, 
amperiously demand my undivided attention. 

Here I might close, but from the tenor of this call, 
i: seems that my vote, at the next Presidential election, 
is the basis dpon which “Many Voters” tender to me 
this invitation. Really, sir, I do not know a human 
being whose political opinions are likely,in any degree, 
to be affected by mine. I have, it is trne, watched the 
progress of this great controversy now pending between 
the Whigs and Democrats, with a heart free from ran- 
cor, and with a sincere disposition to come to such con- 
clusions as the dignity and interest of the country de- 
mand. That these conclusions are incompatible with 
my recent party relations, I do, wow, most fully and 
distinetly ayow. 

Tshail not undertake to discuss the great questions 
now presented for the solemn consideration of the Ame- 
rican people, and upon the decision of which, in my 
judgment, much of the moral and intellectual charac- 
ter of this nation will hereafter depend. The public 
mind has authoritatively settled the question, that there 
shoyld be a total and unqualified divorce of the Go- 
vernment from all Banks, State or National. The e!ec- 
tions of °38 and '39 left the President in a pres 
majority upon the subject of the currency. Yet, 
pre say, he is now in danger of his election, by 
the results of the Harrisburg Convention, and the 
combination of alarming elements by which General 
Harrison was put js nomination. There is something 
in this past my philosophy. 

Pid goin A well of Gen. Harrison. I gave to 
him and ardent an animated support in 1836. I am not 





now unfriendly to bhim—yet, I confess that I felt adeep 
degree of humiliation, when it appeared, that he bad 
suffered three men im Cincinuati, to put forth that most 
dishonorable letter to the Oswego Association. The 
refusal of the Harrisburg Convention to publish to the 
world the principles by which the Whigs are known 
and characterised as a party, deeply impaired my faith 
in their political integrity. . The assumption of control 
over Gen. Harrison, by an arrogant committee, and his 
acquiescence therein, sadly admonish us that he is anfit 
to be the depository of this high trust. This, however, 
is merely personal, and goes to the personal qualifica- 
tions of Gen, Harrison for the Presidency. 

No man should be placed in the Presidency, save it 
he as the representative of some principles. ‘To bestow 
the office as the reward of either civil or military servi- 
ces, without regard to the political principles maintaim- 
ed by the candidate, is at war with the genius of this 
government, 

Now, sir, 1 am wholly unable to satisfy myself with 
regard to Gen. Harrison's views, touching all the great 
questions now at issue before the American people. 
Mr. Rives, in his late letter to the people of Virginia, 
took the ground, and reasoned with considerable plau- 
sibility, that General Harrison is opposed toa National 
Bank.—Such, surely, is not his political attitude before 
the people of Kentucky. Upon a question of such 
vital interest—the question of the currrency—that 
which has so deeply agitated this nation, it is lamenta- 
ble to think, that a candidate for the Presidency, 
should keep his opinions so shrouded in mystery, that 
in one section of the Union, he may be quoted on one 
side, and the reverse in another. Yet, candor compels 
the admission, that vot only upon this, but upon nearly 
every subject that enters into the contest, is there a 
like degree of reserve exhibited. 

I will not charge Gen. Harrison with being tinctured 
with that political malady, which, if it ever takes firm 
hold upon our system, dissolves this Union, as surely 
a3 that there nowexists a slave population. 1 will not 
impute to him this monstrous sin, for which, if he be 
guilty, no atonement can be had in the splendor of bis 
military deeds, or in the purity of his past life. But if 
his friends, with his consent, deem it right to “make no 
further declaration of principles for the public eye,’ then 
is he morally responsible for giving countenance to this 
fanatical sect. His conduct does most painfully con- 
trast with the magnanimous position of his opponent— 
the President of the U. S.—who has alienated many of 
lis Northern friends by his stern fidelity to the South 
and West upon this momentous question. I speak to 
facts which the country knows. Party feeling and in- 
excusable ignorance may dény to him this honorable 
meed of praise, but the day is not distant, when the 
judgment of this nation wil] be awarded, unbiassed hy 
the transitory influences of amexcited political strugyle. 
Upon a subject of this character, involving so much of 
feeling, and pregnant with so much of calamity and 
woe, I choose my station on his side, who offers bim- 
self an impassable barrier to these mad fanatics, rather 
than on Ais side, whose position is at least equivocal, 
and in regard to which he maintains a mysterious si- 
lence. 

With my limited powers of observation, I can see 
no triumph to be achieved by the election of General 
Harrison, but.the simple substitution of one set of offi- 
cers for another. ‘This might be desirable,’ did it in- 
volve nothing more. But the country ought not be 
invoked to put its trast in General Harrison, when lie 
is not willing to put his trust in the country, but ap- 
peals to its ‘generous confidence’ in advance, as is dis- 
tinctly avowed by his accredited committee. 

In coming to this conelusion, it gives me great pain 
to part from those with whem I have been politically 
associated. I feel deeply indebted to the county of 
Fayette for its repeated manifestations of kindness to 
me, and have endeavored to pay off the debt by a faith- 
ful application of my time and attention to its interests 
and character. I trust that the debt is paid—if not— 
very well aware am I, that this annunciation of my 
conelusions will perheps, forever, put it out of my 
power todo so. If, however, the account is balanced, 
we shall part in peace. 

R. N. WICKLIFFE, 
(From the Sucusta ( Geo.) Constitutionalist.) 

The political independence and political high-mind- 
edness of Col. Henry G. Lamar, is again exemplified, 
in the letter from him to the editors of the Georgia 
Journal, published in this day’s paper. 

Macon, May 17, 1840. 
To the Editors of the Georgia Journal:— 

Gentlemen:—As we are destined to dissolve the po- 
litical connection, for a time at least, which has hereto- 
fore united us, you will be pleased to allow me to give 
a few of the prominent reasons, out of many, which 
have induced me to dissent from the correctness of the 
conclusion to which youand a large party of the State 
Rights party have arrived. My objections to Mr. Van 
Buren are of an anterior date to, that of most of the 
State Rights party. When instructed by a portion of 
it, in primary assemblies, to repair to Baltimore, to vote 
for his nomination for the Vice Presidency, I could not 


consistently with my views of propriety discharge this 
proffered trust, and | refused to do so; and he could not 
now command wy suffrage, unless I followed your ex- 
ample in making a virtue of necessity in selecting be- 
tween a choice of evils. Forced to that alternative, I 
should have no hesitancy in determining in his favor. 
My predilections for him, therefore, have had no in- 
fluence on my mind in arriving at the conclusion that 
General Harrison is totally unfit and unworthy of the 
Presidency of the United States; and that under no 
existing state of facts can I support or advance his 
claims to that office. He isin favor of a Protective Ta- 
rift, of Internal Improvements by the Federal Govern- 
ment, and recognizes in that government the power to 
incorporate, and with it to establish, a National Bank. 
So devotedly was he in favor of the Proclamation and 
Force Bill, as to say that Gen. Jackson, in issuing the 
foriner, acquired more imperishable fame for himself, 
and achieved more benefit for Uie country, than had 
been accomplished by the memorable and gallant vic- 
tory at New Orleans. 

Superadded to this, he is an emancipator in _princi- 
ple, and holds the Federal and latitudinous doctrine, 
(fraught with pernicious effects to the Southern inte- 
rest, and hostility to the true principles of the State 
Rights party,) that Congress, by the consent of the 
States, can appropriate the public domain and the sur- 
plus revenue tothe manumission of our slaves—thereby, 
not only compromitting our rights, by the employment of 
our own means to the purchase of our own property, 
but making the will ofa majority in Congress and the 
concurrent consent of the States, a rule for the inter- 
pretation of the Constitution, instead of appealing. to 
that instrument for its own meaning. No State Rights 
man, except he be one only in shallow profession and 
name, will recognize such constructive powers in the 
Federal Government, and there isno statesman of any 
party so ineffably stupid, but who will concede the prin- 
ciple, that if Congress has not the right to exercise this 
appropriating power without the consent of the States, 
their acquiescence, concurrence or consent, cannot 
confer it. 

He was nominated by a combination of the old Fede- 
ral, Anti-Masonic, and Anti-Slavery parties, the latter 
infusing so much of its feelings into the deliberations 
of the Convention, as to defeat the admitted superior 
claims of the Hon. Henry Clay. He is now placed un- 
der the guardiancare of a committee, who deny to him 
the privilege of answering, and who refuse to answer 
for him, such questions as would give the constituency 
a knowledge of his present opinions and principles, 
that they might be held and adjudged as a guarantee 
or pledge for his future political course. This Anti- 
Republican position, | have no doubtis assumed from 
the conviction that the discordant materials and poli- 
tical combinations which have been formed to pro- 
mote his success (if he answered at all) would be 
dissolved by the people, as he could not so answer 
as to conciliate the feelings and prevent the forfeit- 
ure of the support of many who nominated him, and, 
at the same time, propitiate and preserve the sup- 
port of many State Rights men, who regard princi- 
ple more than men, and the love of country more 
than the love of office. The State Rights party, so 
far from participating in his nomination in their Con- 
vention held in Milledgeville in December last, re- 
pudiated it. The State Rights Editors, with but few 
exceptions, united with you in sustaining this attitude 
of the party; and, until afew weeks past, nothing but 
withering dennanciations of the principles of the nomi- 
nee were scarcely to be seen and read. The concurrent 
opinions were, that his political principles were obnox- 
ious in theory, and would be not only pernicious, but 
fatally destructive to every Southern interest in prac- 
tice. But in those few weeks “through what new scenes 
and changes have we passed; the wide, the unbounded 
prospect lies before us, but shadows, clouds and dark- 
ness, rest upon it.’’ As tothe past, its reminiscences 
are of no avail, as the black cockade principles of the 
odministration df the elder Adams, and the Panama 
Mission and Light-houses of the skies of the son, have 
collapsed, with that “period of time where the memory 
of man runneth not to the contrary,” and Gen. Harri- 
son is now called by his supporters here, a Republican 
of the Jeffersonian school—notwithstanding the Hon. 
K. A. Nesbit stated in his address to them, that the 
high priest of Federalism, Daniel Webster, would or 
could select his place in the cabinet, and with the 
knowledge (if M#. Webster is to be believed) that Gen. 
Harrison was selected to bear the flag around which 
Mr. Webster and those who agree with him are to ral- 
ly. Thus we have unmasked all disguise in the extrae 
ordinary efforts now making to carry the State Righis 
party into the embraces, and close fellowship and com- 
munion with the old Federal, and other fragments of 
parties, with whom there have heretofore existed no 
identity of principle, sympathy, or feeling. 

And to arrive at the climax of political inconsistency, 
such Nullifiers as Colquitt, Cooper and Black, and 
those who agree with them, are to be proscribed and de- 
nounced as a tes from the State Rights creed, be- 





cause they will not go for the establishment of a National 
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Bank, shout Hosannas to the praise of a superannuated 
old inan, and join in the funeral dirge, in order, if pos- 
sible, to consign to oblivion, the melancholy visitations 
of the truth, that the State Rights party once was. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. G. LAMAR. 


Lasr, and not least, is a Voice from Indiana ! 
ExsGuisu Prairie, Steuben Co.. Ind 
. May 18, 1840. ; 

In regard to political matters, ] have to inform you 
that ‘ta change has come o'er the spirit of ny dream.” 
It is not the work of a moment, nor of a day—nor the 
sudden impulse of passion—but the result of cool deli- 
beration, and calm inquiry info the principles of the two 
parties into which our ‘people are divided. As you 
well know, I have ever been warmly opposed to the 
present and preceding Administrations of the General 
Government, and have done all I could, in an honora- 
ble way, to effect achange. In the furtherance of 
this object, | attended the great convention at Indian- 
apolis, last winter, tonominate a candidate for Govern- 
or of this State, and to respond to the doings of the Har- 
risburg Convention. It was while here that my politi- 
cal faith was firstshaken. 

Instead of an open, frank, and direct avowal of prin- 
ciples we were compelled to gaze upon a spectacle, 
alike insulting to the intelligence, and degrading to 
the character of the American people. In vain did th 
honest and devoted men of the party call for this avow- 
al—in vain did they ask a chart by which to guide the 
political vessel in the coming storm. They were an- 
swered with banners and canoes—hard cider and log 
eabins—drunkenness and revelling Nothing was 
heard on either hand, but denunciations of the Admi- 
nistration of the General Government, and the singing 
ofsongs. From thisconvention I returned home, my 
mind wavering and full of doubts. ; 

To investigate the charges against the Administra- 
tion, and the objects and intentions of the Whig party, 
was my first business. The public expenditures first 
engaged my attention. Instead of an increase from 
$13,000,000 in 1924, to 39,000,000 in 1839, as asserted 
by the Whigs, I found it to be from $32,000,000 in 1824, 
to $37,000,000 in 1839, by examining the several an- 
nual reports of the Secretary of the Treasury. The next 
was the public course of Mr. Van Buren, about which 
somuch has been said and written. And ascertaining, 
from authentic sources, that instead of being opposed to, 
he was an ardent supporter of the last war— that instead 
of being hostile to, he was the first to suggest, and the 
foremost to carry into execution, the proposition for 
the extension of the right of suffrage in New York: 
eould I longer look upon the leaders of a party who 
would knowingly and falsely prefer such charges with- 
out contempt, and indignation, at thé imposition at- 
tempted to be palmed off upen us? 

Then came the Oswego correspondence. General 
Harrison had surrendered himself into the keeping of 
John C. Wright, one of the most bitter revilers of Jef- 
ferson and the old Democratic party. Could I, who 
had ever been Democratic in my feelings, look ey: 
and without disgust, upon such a movement as this? It 
told me but too plainly the character of the administra- 
tion which should have General Harrison for its head, 
and John C. Wright and Daniel Webster for its chief 
advisers. ‘ 

And then I examined the Independent Treasury bill. 
After reading it through carefully, (whieh I wust con- 
fess J never had done before,) all its odiousness vanished. 
At stood before me a piain, simple, proposition for the 
collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement of the public 
revenue, stripped of ali the imaginary evils with which 
the Whig party had invested it. Comparing it with 
the Constitution, and the laws passed by the first Con- 
gress upon this subject, it now appears to me to be the 
only system recognized by our fathers for the manage- 
ment of the people’s funds. 

In short, finding that the party towhich I was at- 
tached would make no avowal of their principles, but 
were courting, by their silence and duplicity, every 
faction or sect which could yield them the least support 
however opposite in their characters, I left them. | 
could endure humbuggery and deception no longer. 
They are not the political weapons which I had been 
accustomed to use. I shall hereafter lend my aid, fee- 
ble though it be, and give my vote to Van Buren, John- 
son, and the Independent Treasury. 

One of my neighbors, Thomas Flint, has also become 
aconvert to Democracy, for the same reasons which 
prodaced a change in my mind. 

CALEB TILLOTTSON. 

P. S.—No one doubts but that the Democratic party 
will succeed in electing General Howard Governor by 
a large majority. This seems to admitted on all hands 
in this region. . c. T. 

(From the Lancaster ( Ohio) Eagle. ) 
POPULAR READING. : 
Scrna—“Log Cabin’ at North Bend—Gen. Harrison at 
the window breathing fresh air—an Old Soldier at- 
tempting to communicate with him—‘the committee,” 











John C. Wright, David Gwynne, and O. M. Spencer, 
tn front of the Cabin— Wright with the key in.his haxd, 


who, in their hurry to prevent an interview with the 

General, neglected to return the spiggot into the barrel 

from which they had been drinking. 

The following dialogue is said to have occurred be- 
tween the Old Soldier and “The Committee.” 

Old Soldier. Dves Gen. Harrison live here, gentle- 
men? 

The Committee. Yes. 

Old 8S. 1 wish to see him. ® 

The Com. You can’t see .him. 

Old 8S. Why, gentlemen? {[ hope he is not sick. 

The Com. No, the General is not sick. He never 
was in better health in bis life; and you may te!l every 
body, that he is just as capable of attending to business 
as he was 20 years ago. 

Old S. Then why can’t [ see him, gentlemen? Oh! 
I suppose may-be the General has company; some of 
the big bugs from Cincinnati: i can wait till they are 
gone. I'll just take a seat on that stump there; for | 


would’nt like to miss seeing the old General after walk- | 


ing so far out of my way. 

The Com. The General is neither sick nor engaged 
with company; but you can’t see him. 

[Here one of “the committee’ looking around saw 
the old Genera] peeping through a window of the Ca- 
bin where a pane was out, and begs him-—‘*dear Gene- 
ral, just keep out of sight a few minutes—we |] soon 

et rid of this fellow; butif he sees you peeping in this 
way, it will tell badly.”” “Well, Wright,” says the 
General, “I wish the election was over, for I’m tired of 
being ‘cooped.’”’ 

Old S. Why, gentlemen, I don’t know what to make 
of this. I am an old friend of General Harrison, and 
the people up in my part of the country are snying a 
great many hard things about him, and I thought while 
{ was down in these parts, I'd call and see hii for old 
times sake, and just have his authority to contradict all! 
the slanders, his enemies are putting about against him. 
You may depend, gentlemen, it would be of service to 
the old gentleman, if | could see him and taf to him 
about matters. 
¢ The Com. Friend, any thing you wish to say to 
Gen. H., you can say tous, and we can answer for him. 

Old S. But, gentlemen, I'd rather hear the General 
answer for himself. 

The Com. That, friend, is what the old General 
don’t do now. 

Old 8S. That's queer. Why don’t he answer for 
himself? 

The Com. Because his friends determined that it 
was not “politic” that he should, and appointed a “Com- 
mittee” to answer for him. 

Old 8. Well, gentlemen, who are the Committee? 

The Com. We three. 

Old 8. Well, then, gentlemen, if you are authorized 


to answer for the General, be so good as to tel) me whe- | 


ther the General is an Abolitionist or not, and whether, 
if elected, he will veto any bill for abolishing slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

The Com. These are questions, friend, we do not 
answer. 

Old S. Why how's this! You say you don't allow 
the old General to answer for himsel{, but you answer 
for him, and when I ask you only two simple questions, 
you tell me that you don't answer those questions! The 
General don't and you won't. > 

The Com. As you area friend of Gen. Harrison, 
we may tell you that the questions you have asked are 
those very questions, which General Harrison's friends 
don't think it “politic” for him or for us to answer. 

Old 8. Why not? Mr. Van Buren has answered 
them. 

The Com. Yes; and the bigger fool he—for he lost 
all chance of getting a single Abolition vote by it. 

Old8. Oh! ho!—that’s the game, is it? , 

The Com., (chuckling and slapping the old soldier on 
his back.) Lay low and keep dark!’ that’s the game, 
my old lad of wax. Come, take a glass of cider to the 
old General’s health and success. [He's the soldier's 

‘riend. : 

Old S. I'd rather take a glass of Old Rye, if it’s the 
same thing to you, gentlemen, 

The Com. We are teetotallers, friend; and the 
General don't give his friends any thing but hard cider. 

Old 8. Well, that’s a change! The General did'nt 
use to like thatsort of stuff, but he’s getting old, and | 
s’pose the Doctors prescribe it. I know, however, as 
an old soldier, that it’s very dangerous to change front 
in the face of the enemy. He'd better mind bow he 
follows them Doctors’ prescriptions, or they'll kill him. 

The Com. Friend, it was not the Doctors, but “the 
committee”’ that prescribed hard cider for the General. 
They thought it the most “politic” drink for him, till 
after the election. 

Old S. Well, the old man may drink what he pleases; 
but you don’t turn my flank, gentlemen, with any such 
pop-guns as that; and, if the General aint mightily 
changed since I knew him, and you'll just let me offer 
him the mouth of my canteen, you'll soon see whether 
he's a teetotaller, as you call it. Come, gentlemen, 
just let me go in, and take a shake-hands with the old 
man—say howdy’ do and good-bye, and give him a drop 
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from my canteen. ['!! promise you to say nothing to 
him about politics. 

The Com. As an old soldier, you ought to know, 
that orders must be oheyed. Now, we were put here 
to guard the old General from tglking to any body and 
every body. If we let you in t see him, others will 
expect to be admitted, and then we might as well let 
him go at large. 

Old 8. Well, why should'nt he go at large? It's a 
free country, and the old mans arrived at years of dis- 
cretion, I suppose, by this time 

The Coin. You said you were a friend of Gen. Har- 
rison. Now, if you are, you won't press this matter; 
for, you know he is old now, and if he were allowed to 
talk to every body, he might injure his chances of elec- 
tion; for, he is losing his memory, and is apt, as all old 
men are, to forget to-day, what he said vesterday—and 
if he were to tell one of these Loco Focos to-day, that 
he was in favor of the Abolition scheme, and another 
to-morrow, that he was against it, they would bé sure 
to compare notes, and expose the old gentleman, We 
hope you are satisfied now, friend. 

Old S. “Satisfied?” Yes, Jam satisfied, that my 
old General must be mightily changed for the worse, 
since he allows himself to be cooped up here, and for- 
bidden to speak to his friends. ‘Satisfied,’’ did you 
say? Yes, lam satisfied, that the man who can’t be 
trusted to answer for himself, and speak out his opinions 
apenly on all subjects and to all men, is not fit fo be 
trusted with the Government. 

The Com. What matters it, friend, whether Gene- 
ral Flarrison is fit for the Presidency or not, so we elect 
him? He will have the ablest men in the country in 
his cabinet. 

OldS. Then we had better elect one of them, and 
let the old General stay at home. But who do you 
mean by the ablest men in the country? 

The Com. For instance, Webster will be Secretary 
of State, and Rives Secretary of the Treasury, and— 

Old 8S. That's enough, gentlemen; you need'nt go 
any further. Webster's enough for me. You could'nt 
make the dose more nauseous even by throwing in 
Rives. A Hartford Convention Federalist, wha voted 
against all supplies fur the army during the war, and 
rejoiced in the victories of the British, ought surely to be 
enough for an old Democrat and soldier of the last war, 
without the make-weight of Rives. Pah! [ppeeac and 
Tartar Emetic! Hard cider aud sour beer!-—It's a dose 
for a nigger. 

John C. Wright, (one of “the committee.”’) You 
old rascal! how dare you say any thing against Mr. 
Webster? ~The last war was an unjast, unrighteous, 
unconstitutional and unholy war, and Mr. Webster was 
right in opposing it; and I would have voted against 
supplies till every such rascally Democrat he you are, 
hed starved. You a friend of General Harrison, and 
abuse Daniel Webster! Why, you old scamp, was'nt 
Genera] Harrison in the last war, and is'nt he a friend 
of Mr. Webster? 

Old 8. I say, stranger, what may your name be? 

Gwynne and Spencer, (the other two of “the com 
mittee.””) Don't tell hin your name! For General 
Harrison's sake, don't tel! him! For the sake of the 
cause, don’t tell him your name! 

John C. Wright. I will tell him. Gen. Harrison 
and his friends must not think to use me and be ashamed 
toown me, J will tell him. My name is JOHN C. 
WRIGHT. (in an under tone and great passion,)— 
‘Shlood! ['ll teil him all about myself! 

Gwynne and Spencer. Oh don't! we beacech you 
be calm. You have done mischief enough in telling 
yourname. Remember we were put here to guard the 
party against the indiscretions of Gen, Ii. Let us not 
commit any ourselves, 

J.C. Wright, (still muttering in pagsion.) IT eared 
not what he insinuated about Harrison; bat I will not 
hear Webster abused by any vulgar Democrat. 1 will 
tell him. (Addressing the old soldier alond)—I am 
John C. Wright, who supported old John Adams, who 
supported the younger Adams. I am an old Federal- 
ist, and I don't care who knows it. General Harrison 
knows it, and likes me the better for it. I formerd 
edited a Federal paper in New York. Iwas shereeede 
a Federal member of Congress from Ohio, and voted 
for J. Q. Adams for President, when the election went 
to the House. [ was afterwards a Federal Judge in 
Ohio, and am now Editor of the Federal Gazette in 
Cincinnati, and one of the committee to answer for 
Gen. Harrison! You know now, I hope, you old vaga- 
bond, who | am. 

Gwynné and Spencer, (aside.) Here's a kettle of 
fish! That old soldier will tell this, wherever he goes. 
Gen. Harrison could'nt have done worse himself! The 
fool! Why could’nt he lay dark about Webster and 
Federalism! 

Old 8., (talking to himself.) John C. Wright! and 
is it possible that Harrison is put under the care of Jno. 
C. Wright? Well, well, then be has got low indeed. 

J. C. Wright, (overhearing him:) What's that you 
say? 

Old 8. Oh! nothing! A whistling woman and a 
crowing hen, they used to say, ought to be hanged; but 
I believe you are only a “cackling hen.” 
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John C. Wright 
I do believe it is oft George Kremer in disguise! This 
is no place for‘me. I'll just step into the cabin, and 
leave Gwynne and Spencer to manage him. 

Gwynne and Speficer. There goes the rascal. He 
has got into a Scrape, and now backs out. It’s just like 
him, and if he don't get the General into a scrape that 


. he can'tout of, it will be a wonder. 


Old S. Well, goo! bye, gentlemen. lease tell the | 
General, that when I hear he is let out, and allowed to 
speak for himself, Ill call again. 

Gwynne and Spencer. Friend, you* must not go 
away offended. We assure you, that waen Gen. Har- | 
rison is elected President, he will always be glad to see | 
his friends. Now come, take a glass of cider, and let 
us part friends. 

Old S. {am not a beggar, and if Gen. Harrison does 
not choose to admit me into his house, he might refrain | 
from insulting ule by an offer of old cfothes aud cold | 
vietuals. ‘The General may keep his hard cider for those | 
who will take his bounty. I don't enlist with him for 
this campaign. 

Gwynne and Spencer. But, friend, we pray you not | 
to go away offended with Gen. H. “The Coiamittee” | 
alone are to blame for every thing he bas done since | 
they had charge of him. 

ld S. I am disgusted, not offended. 
fied and ashamed that any of my countrymen should at 
this early period of our history, have so far lost their | 


I am morti- | 


|more rapidly than the obligations it may have 


(trembling and in an under tone.) | Journalof the Senate of Ohio, commencing on the 6th 


December, 1819—to which Gen. W. H. Harrison had 
been transferred. Jt abounds with monstrous, uncon- | 
stitutional propositions, which emanated from the teem- 


ing brain gf this Federal candidate. But we confine | this great subject. 


Again! The present candidates happened to meet upon 
the floor of the Senate at a subsequent period. Never 
were two politicians more perfectly distinguished from 
each other, than by the contrariety of their votes upon 
But we are saved the necessity of 


ourselves for the present to his schemes of Internal | consulting the archives for ourselves, by the rewminis- 


[mprovement:* 
On the 9th December, “Mr. Harrison moved the 
adoption of two resolutions, instructing our members in 


' Congress to procure the passage of laws modifying the | 
| Tariff op imported articles, and for the encourugement 


of domestic manufactures, and Internal Improvement, 
which were read and ordered to lie on the table.” 

On the 14th December, the Senate took up the Re- 
port of the Committee of the Whole, upon the ‘“resolu- 
tions respecting the Tariffon imported articles, aud re- 
lative to internal improvements,” and after adopting 
the Ist Resolution for the “encouragement and protec- 
tion of domestic manufactures,” (for which, of course 
General Harrison voted,) the Senate proceeded ‘*To 
agree to the resolution relative to internal improve- 


| ments and domestic manufactures, to wit: 


‘Resolved, That in the present state of pecuniary 
embarrassment amongst the people, it is unwise wnd 
impolitic for the government to pay off the pubic 


under to its creditors may require, and that any surplus 


in the treasury would be more usefully employed in the 


internal improvement of the country by roads and canals 


self-respect as to countenance this miserable imposture. | and in the support and encouragement of domestic manu- 
What! set up aman for President of these U. States, | factures: which motion to agree was decided in the af- 
whom you are obliged to shut up here, and keep from | firmative: Yeas 24, nays 2—(Gen. Harrison voting in 
speaking to any one, for fear he should betray his un- | the affirmative.) 


fitness for the office! 
Gwynne and Spencer. 


“The Senate then came to the following resolution, 


You are mistaken, friend.-— | on motion of Mr. Harrison: 


We shut him up to save his life; for he receives as many Bt esolved, That our Senators in Congress be instruct- 
as five letters a day, one day with another, and it would | ed and our Representatives requested to use their exer- | Branch, Vaw Borex, WHITE; (7PAmong the ayes, 


kill him to answer thein. 

Old 8. 
never was in better health in his life, and as capable of | 
attending to business as he was 20 years ago.”’ 


!tions to procure the passage of laws, embracing the 
I thought you told me a while ago, that “the | principles recommended in the foregoing resolutions. 


Is there a Virginia Republican, who does not start 


No! no! | with astonishment and indignation at sach a policy on 


gentlemen, you told me the trnth in the beginning—| the part of W. H. Harrison? Here, forsooth, he projects 
“that his memory was failing him, and that he might | a grand system of Internal Improvements, to be prose- 
tell a Loco Foco to-day, that he was in favor of Aboli-| cuted with the very money which is drawn from the 
tion, and another one to-morrow, that he was against it,| pockets of the Southern people, and moreover with- 


and thus expose himself.” 
Gwynne and Spencer. 
thought you were a friend of the General. 


held from the public creditors. Here we have that most 


We said‘that, when we | singular of all doctrines, following as a rational deduc- 
tion!—that a national debt is a national blessing. 


Gen. 


Old 8. So { was his friend, and even after all l’ve | H. is not for paying it off as the resources of the Trea- 


seen and heard here, | would ve more his friend, than | sury would permit—but by encouraging its continuance, | 
I am | and of caurse its eventual angmentation, he wishes to | 


to codp him up here, and put.a guard over him. 

tting old, too; but, if I should live to a second child- 
Teed, f hope mo family will take care of me, and not 
turn me over to strangers to speculate on. 

Gwynne and Spencer. We hope we part friends. 

Old S. Gentlemen, I.leave you more in sorrow than 
in anger. I suppose you think you are doing nothing 
more than your duty to your Parry, while | think you 
are disgracing your Country. But, gentlemen, I have 
no occasion for a “committee’’ or guard at my door, and 
if ever you should be passing through the county of 





Hocking, where I live, you will find no Lock upon my | us from such changes. 
jand “least of all such changes as these 


bd ” 
ome bring us. 


door, nor the string of the latch pulled in. 





oe pg re 
RICHMOND, Va., SATURDAY, JUNE 13. 
_* A wise and frugal Government which shall restrain men from 





injuring b 

own pursuits of industry and improvements and shall not take from | 
the mouth of labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good | 
government.— Mr. Jerrenson’s [Navavrat Appress. | 





Views of the Presidential Election. 
Address to the People of Virginia.—[{No. 4.] 
NATIONAL INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

We now call your attention, fellow-citizens, to the 
specifications, which define the Federal position of 
H. Harrison. We will show him by his own votes | 
and acts to be what he is in theory, a latitadinous Con- 
str: ctionist of the loosest school. Upon the vast sub- 
ject of Internal Improvement, he differs with the whole 
school of Virginia Republicans, with Jefferson, Madi- 
son, Roane, Barbour and all the fathers of the Church. ; 
He differs, the whole breadth of the horizon, from all | 
the State Rights principles of Virginia. | 
The first act, that comes up on this question, on | 
~which we find the vote of Gen. Harrison recorded, is | 














'from the proceedings in Congress. 
one another; shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their | Buren laid the following resolutions before the Sehate: | 


| Such was his creed—but what was Gen. 
| opinion? 
| resolutions were argued in the H. of R.—On the Ist | 


the celebrated bill of 1517, to “set apart and pledge, as) 


a fund for Internal Improvement, the Bonus and United 
States’ share of the dividends of the National Bank” — 
Messrs. Webster, Pickering and the Federalists gene- 
rally supported it. Mr. John Randolph and the Re- 
publicans opposed it. It passed Congress, and went up 
to Mr. Madison for his signature; but who can forget 
the ever memorable message which he sent back with 
the bi}l on the very last day of his administration (the 3d 
March, 1817.) He returned it with his veto, denying 
the power of tae Federal Government, over the system 
of Internal Iriprovement. But Harrison, and Webster 
dnd Pickering still clung to it; and, fortunately for the 
good of the country and the safety of the Constitution, 
it was lost. 

/The next step in the process is a still more memora- 
ble one. We have before us an official copy of the 


devote the funds of the nation to a great system of In- 
ternal Improvements, and the encouragement of manu- 
factures, where they would be “more usefully employ- 
ed.”’ Yet this is the politician, whose measures are so 
much at war with the letter of our Constitution and the 
whole genius of our Institutions, whom the Virginia 
Oppositionists are so anxious to foist upon us as the 
President of the U.S. Place him there, and we should 
indeed have the change, which Mr. Webster so ardently 
desires—but may “Providence and the Peaple”’ protect 
We ask nosuch change of men 
n would 


f 








But let us descend to further specifieations\drawn 
In 1825 M 


“Resolved, That Congress does not possess the po 
to make roads and canals within the respective States) 
Harrison’ 
On the 13th March, 1818, a series of general 


er 
’ 


Resolution, viz: 
“That Congress has power under the Constitution, to 
appropriate money for the construction of post roads, 


| military and other roads, and of canals, and for the im- 


provement of water courses’’—(ayes 90, noes 75—Har- 
rison among the former.) : 

2d Resolution, ‘That Congress has power under the 
Constitution, to construct post roads and military roads, 


provided that private property be not taken for public | 
use without just compensation’ —(82 yeas, 84 noes— | 


Harrison among the yeas.) 

3d Resolution—“ That Congress has power, under 
the Constitution to construct roads and canals neces- 
sary for commerce between the States, provided that 
private property be not taken for publie purposes with- 
out just compensation’’—(ayes 71, noes 95,—Harrison 
among the yeas.) «fe 

4th Resolution—‘‘ That Congress has power under 


| the Constitution, to construct canals for military pur- 


poses, provided that: no private property be taken for 
any such purposes, without just compensation being 
made therefor’ (—ayes 81, nays 823—Harrison among 
the former.) 

This is indeed going the whole. The power here 
assumes almost every ae in which the question 
couli well be presented—Upon all these resolutions, 
Gen. Harrison was found in its favor; and indeed he 
uniformly voted in pursuance of these principles. 


* This Journal will be deposited at the office of the Enquirer 
ac week, for the purpose of enabling any man to test the au- 





thencicity of these extracts. 


censes, which the Nashville Republican, ar opponent 
of Mr. Van Buren, brought up four years ago. Judge 
White was then the favorite candidate of the Nashville 
Editor; now he has transferred his allegiance to Gen. 
Harrison. It may strengthen the confidence of the 
| Federal party in the followgng quotations, when it knows 
| them to have come from the pen of a friend: 

The Mobile Register says, that “The most striking 
| part.of the Nashville article which displays its secret 
| purpose is, that in every vote imputed as asin to Mr, 
Van Buren, on the subject of Internal Improvement 
and the Cumberland Road, while Judge White was in 
the Senate, he and Judge White voted together. There 
is not an exception, except the case, of-appropriating 
| money for removing the obstructions in the Savannah 
river be one—and that is in favor of the strictness of 
Mr. Van Buren’s constitutional notions, for he voted 
|} against the bill, and Judge White for it. We happen 








%l to haye a record of most of the very votes on the oc- 
€ | ecasions quoted, and we will cite a few, to show with 


| what coolness of assurance, this advocate of Judge 
| White attacks Mr. Van Buren, for voting precisely as 


Judge White did. 


| «The Nashville Republican says, ‘In 1826, Mr. Van 
| Buren voted against the causing a survey to be made 
lof the country between Apalachicola and Mississippi 
rivers, with a view to the formation of an inland navi- 
| gation between the same.’ 

| On this question the ayes were 16, nays 26,—among 
|the nays were Macon, Randolph, Berrien, Hayne, 


Gen. Harrison! 

“March 20, of the same year, Mr. Van Buren voted 
to strike out from the Military Appropriation Bill the 
first section, to wit: ‘For the continuation of the Cum- 
berland Road, $100,000, which shall be replaced out of 
the fund received,’ &c. 

“On that question (for striking out the appropria- 
tion) the ayes were 15, the nays 21, among the ayes 
were all the names above mentioned, including Vas 
| Buren and WHITE, side by side;—among the noes, 
| Gen. Harrison. 
| On the same day the Republican continues to com- 
plain, he, (Mr. Van Buren) ‘voted to strike out an ap- 
propriation of $50,000 for the same purpose.’ 
| “The motion to strike out was made by Mr. Coss of 
| Georgia, and was defeated by a vote of 13 to 19—among 
| the ayes were the well known Southern names before 
| quoted and again, side by side,—Van Buren and 
WHITE—Gen. Harrison still in the negative, and 
| voting for the Cumberland. Road. 
|+ “On the 6th of April, complains the Republican, ‘he 
| voted against a bill for removing the obstructions in the 
| Savannah river—the vote was 36 ayes and 3 noes—Ma. 
|con, Tazewent and Van Buren. There he differed 
| from Jadge Waire—but in good State Rights company. 
| Judge White voted for the appropriation with General 
| Harrison. 
| “On the 22d April, Mr. Van Buren voted against ‘a 
| bill authorizing a subscription of stock im the Louisville 
Spe: Portland Canal Company.’ 

“This bill nevertheless passed the Senate, ayes 20, 
nays 15—aimong the nays, all the Southern names quo- 
d before, who voted at all, and in addition, Van Buren 
White; among the yeas, Gen. Harrison. 

r. Van Buren on this occasion made a short speech, 
ffect as stated in the National Intelligencer of 
that ‘the aid of the Federal Government could 
ordea to objects of improvement in three 
aking a road or canal, and assuming juris- 
vaking a road or canal without assuming 




















a 
to th 
| that da 
| only be 
| ways; by 
diction,—b 


| jurisdiction, Igaving it to the States; or by making an 
| appropriation Wythout doing either. Jn his opinion the 


| Government ha 

“April 28th,— 
vey of certain rou 
| phia, fora post-roa 


| This was a joint ¥esolation. 


o right to do either.” 
ir. Van Buren voted against a sur- 
s between Baltimore and Philade!- 


The votes were, ayes 
| 19, noes 19; among the noes, all the leading Southern 
| Senators, with Van ren and WHITE, side by side; 
among the ayes stood Geral Harrison. The resolution 
was adopted by the casting vote of Mr. Caruoun. 

“The next specification of the Republican, is dated 
May 10th, in the same year. ‘Mr. Van Buren voted 
against a bill granting acertain quantity of land to the 
State of IMlinois, for the purpose of opening a canal, &c 

“The votes here were a tie again; ayes 17, noes 17. 
The Southern Senators voted in the negative—and with 
them, Van Bores and WHITE— Gen. Harrison voting 
in the affirmative. Mr. Carnoun’s casting vote was ia 
the negative. 7 

“The next subject of reproach is, Mr. Van Buren’s 
vote on the 30th January, '27, against constructing 2 
military road from Fort Smith to Natchitoches. Here, 
as before, Van Buren and WHITE voted together in 
the negative, and Harrison in the affirmative. 
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-he said “he would not vote for the bill, for he did not 
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“The next vote objected to is, the vote against sub- 
seribing for stock in an Ohio turnpike company, upon 
which we have not the ayes and noes—but, admit that 
Van Buren voted no, as did Judge Waite, probably— 
Harrison spoke in favor of the bill. 

“A vote against the Cumberland Road is nextin order 
of these Nashville objections. On the 27th of Feb., 1227, 
it was moved to strike the Cumberland Road appropri- 
ation from the military appropriation bill. Ayes 15; 
noes 27. Among the ayes, as usual, Van Buren and 
WHITE, together,—among the nays, of course, General | 
Harrison. The same day, on the motion to strike out 
the sum of $30,000, for sarveys in aid of Internal Im- | 
provements, it was lost, ayes 19, noes 26. The 19 
reproached by the Nashville organ of the White party 
—consisted of the unanimots vote of the Senators from 
the States of Virginia, North and South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Tennessee and New York, and one Senator each 
from Delaware, New Hampshire and Maine, (Messrs. 
Ridgley, Chandlerand Woodbury.) Here Van Buren 
and WHITE voted together, and Harrison against 
them,—on test questions on the subject of Internal Im- 
provement. 

“The last specification of the Nashville Republican, 
against Mr. Van Buren, is, that he voted on the Ist 
March, 1827, against a resolution for making surveys 
in view of continuing the Cumberland Road. We can- 
not find that such a résolution was offered upon that 
day—but we find that a grt for the repair, &c., of the 
road, was carried in the Senate, and that Wuuire and 
Van Buren, voted against it, and General Harrison 
or it. 

f ‘“« These are all the votes of Mr. Van Buren on the 
subject of Internal Improvement and the Cumberland 
Road,—cited by this honest White editor, while Van 
Buren and White were together in the U.S. Senate. 
—On the only occasion on which their votes were not 
on the same side,—Judge Wuuire voted for, and Mr. V. | 
Buren against an appropriation of money for improving 
the navigation of a water course. It is found that Gen. 
Harrison, had always been a patron of the Clay School 
of appropriations for every sort of Internal Improve- 
ment; and, therefore, Mr. Van Buren, for being of the 
opposite faith, is to be denounced as an enemy of the 
West. Hence this outery—this hunting up of votes for 
which his friends applaud him; to create a Western pre- 
judice against him.” 

We might enlarge this schedule, if necessary—by 
Gen. H.’s vote against any restriction upon surveys for 
roads and canals, in "28, &c. &c. But, it is not ne- 
cessary. The whole current of his votes is against 
your principles. Gen. H. has voted for this power in 
“xs furthest and worst extent.”’ 


But how stands it with Mr. Van Buren? He is known 
to be opposed to the whole systeim of Internal Improve- 
ment by the Federal Government, upon Constitutional 
grounds. See his letter to the Shocco Springs Com- 
mittee ef North Carolina, 1532—also his authorized 
statement in the letter of Mr. Butlerto Hugh A. Gar- 
lend; the resolutions introduced by him in Dec., 1825, 
in the Senate of the U.S., declaring, among other things, 
“that Congress does not possess the power to make 
roads within the respective States;’’ his vote the same 
session against the appropriation to the Louisville Ca- 
nal. Andon the 15th of May, of the same year, on the 
proposition to subscribe to the Dismal Swamp Canal, | 








believe that the Government possessed the Constitu- 
tional power to make them.” Also his letter to Sher- | 
rod Williams in 1836. 

The only complaint which has been made against 
him is, as to his vote on the Cumberland road bill.— | 
That road was sustained by Mr. Jefferson on grounds | 
peculiar to it, growing out of the disposition of the ter- | 
ritory of the United States through which it passsd. | 
Bot Mr. Van Buren has publicly admitted that he re- | 
gretted that vote, and, in point of fact, he has uniformly 
voted against such improvements by the General Go- 
vernment ever since.. We call the attention of the 
people to the following extract: 


“Mr. Van Buren is by no means certain that in this respect he 
himself has been altogether without fault. At the very first ses 
sion after he came Into the Senate, the Knowledge of the perpetual 
drain that the Cumberiand road was destined to prove upon the 
public Treasury, unless some means were taken to prevent it, and 
asincere desire to go at all times, as far as he could consistently } 
with the Constitution, to aid in the improvement and promote the 
prosperityof the western country, had induced him, without full | 
examination, to vote for a provision authorizing the collection of | 
toll on this road. The affair of the Cumberland road, in respect to 
its reference to the constitutional powers of this government, is a 
matter entirely sui generis. It was authorized during the admin- 
istration of Mr. Jefferson—grew out of the disposition of the terri- 
tory of the United States. and had the consent of the States through 
which it passed. He has never heard an explanation of the sub- 
ject (although it has been a matter of constant reference) that has 
heen satisfactory to his mind. Ali that he can say is, that if the 
question were again presented to him, be would vote against it; 
and that his regret for having done otherwise, would be greater, 
had not Mr. Monroe, much to his credit, put his veto upon the bill; 
and were it not the only vote in the course of seven years service, 
which the most fastidious critic can torture into an inconsistency 
with the principles which Mr. Van Buren professed to maintain, 
and in the justice of which, he is every day more and more con- 
firmed.”—WNote to Mr. V. B.’s speech in relation to the right of the 
Vice President to cali to order, &c. . 

But, place Gen. Harrison in the Presidential Chair— 
and you may expect the iron age of Jno. Q@. Adams to be 














| members absent, and others entered their names, da- 


|son. They have seen enough to satisfy them, that he 


|of his sentiments have displayed the most latitudinous 
;and unstatesman-like views of our Federal compact; 


'to every one of those measares by which a Northern 


brought back upon you—You may expunge the benefits | the Southern People, the whole systein tending direct- 
which Gea Jackson's administration has rendered in| ly to build up and increase the already overpowering 
this particular: The Maysville veto may have been given supremacy of Northern influence. 
in vain. The power over Internal Improvement will The members of this Association will make no con- 
find no check in the scruples of a Federal President. | cealment of its designs, no insidious appeals to the pas- 
Gen. H. goes for the power in every shape which it|sions or the prejudices of men; but relying on the 
may assume. He has advogated its exercise without | power of truth as “the proper and sufficient antagonist 
stint of restriction, over river, road and canal. Al] that to error,” they will combat with the weapons of rea- 
he will want would be, money enough to carry ont all son and argument, the heretical principles, by which 
‘his schemes—revenue sufficient to extend the power of | they believe the leading measures of the Whig party 
the Federal Government over the whole territory of the have been, and will be, governed. They feel themselves 
States. Unite these expenditures of the revenue with | called upon by their devotion to the cause of popular 
his favorite system of a Tariff, and he will have money rights—by their attachment to the principles of their 
sufficient. You need have no surplus to distribute—and | fathers —by their holy desire to preserve imviolate the 
you will be sure to have no Tariff reduced. integrity of the Constitution—by their hopes for the 
But, in our next address, we shall lay before you his | permanency of this Union, and the perpetuation of Re- 
opinions on the Tariff—and we will satisfy you, as we | publican Institutions, to oppose the election of Wm. iH. 
attempted to do in 1236,and in pretty much the same | Harrison, and to expose the evil tendency of the politi- 
words, that this Federal candidate is entirely opposed | cal creed of his supporters—and they pledge them- 
to Virginia, on that ground also. We will show you, | selves to use every honorable exertion to promote and 
in a word, that his views of the powers of the General | secure the re-election of Martin Van Buren. 
Government, both in the raising and expending of | To promote these objects by concert and mutual co- 
our money, are irreconcileable with all the views of | operation, we have formed ourselves into an Associa- 
Virginia. | tion, and — this Constitution for the guidance ot 
X In Views No. 3, ist sentence, Gen. W. H. Harrison, “a Fe- | our proceedings:— 
hese con pers Oe the testimony of ohn Adams”—it should , 1. This Association shall be known by the name and 
95 2ieid ss saad cont style of the Democratic Association of the city of Rich- 
DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION. F mond and Manchester. 
PP Ee Richens . notice, the a oe Leap | i ee | % Allecitizens of Virginia advocating the re-election 
“so dhe ichmon convened at “Memocratic Hall, OM | of Martin Van Buren may becowe members of this 
Saturday evening, the 30th May, 1540, for the purpose | 4. oeiation. . 
. epics fee on pias at ford a Pat | 3. The members of this Association shall subscribe 
rans, 10, wintten es ee atord fH. Tat one dollar each towards defraying the expenses of this 
ker as Chairman, and Wm. F. Watson as Secretary.— fo stitution y 
On motion of Thomas Ritchie, og youl wee = d; | 4. The officers of the Association shall be a President, 
members were ascertained to be present. (Severa two Vice Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corres- 
3 ; i “ : | ponding Committee of Three, and a Treasurer, 
ring the session) The Report Pos Committee “P| 5. There shall be two Standing Committees, to con- 
pointed to draft a Constitution for t iloction’ rf t ‘sist ofseven members each—it shall be the duty of 
the Association was taken up for consideration, which | the gret Committee to prepare business for the Associa- 
resulted in the adoption of the following : | tion, and of the second to procure members and sub- 
The Democratic Association of Richmond has been | scriptions 
formed for the purpose of uniting “ Democracy, and | 6. ‘The officers and the Standing Committees shall 
producing concert and efficiency im their action. The ibe elected by the Association, voting viva voce,and a 
unparalleled exertions of our opponents and their un- | majority of the votes given, shall be necessary for an 
justifiable stratagems demand our vigilance, and call | oicction. 
upon every lover of the principles of Virginia to resist | 7. Thirteen members shal! form a quorum for the 
and defeat them. The members of this association be- | pon caction of business. 
lieve, that the time has come when zeal andenergy| ‘Tie regular meetings of the Assogiation, shall 
should assume the place of apathy = arnt aa take place on every Saturday evening; but the Presi- 
they are resolved to put their shoulders to t tthe 1e€*,/ dent or Vice President may, upon the application of 
and to use every honorable effort in “ ib i good | ive members, calla meeting at any other time. 
old cause of Virginia Democracy. _, eee | 9. The Treasurer, befure paying any appropriation, 
professions of a intelligence, vee ¢ _ ve | must receive a certificate to that effect from the Presi- 
patriotisin, but they do entertain and advocate the doc- dent, Vice President, vr acting Chairman, and the 
trines for which Thomas Jefferson struggled, and | Recording Secretary. 
which they trust ary cantar Pte eee , 10. The Constitution shall at all times be subject to 
They have no confidence in the leaders of t © present | amendment by a majority of any quorum, and shall be 
Whig party. They discover among them the most active signed by all the members of tie Association. 
leadere of the old Federal party who are, and haveever! "11 This Association shall continue in. existence till 
been, the most dangerous perverters of the Constitution | ; cod 
f this Uni dthe N ; f wh | the Ist December next. 
of this Union, (and the Northern portion of whom are On motion, the Association proceeded to the elec- 
the deadliest adversaries of Southern rights.) The | ,; : at , 
oe: eae re iains ights.) | © | tion of officers and committees. Wm. D. Wren was 
members of this association have no confidence in the | 


; oe aes ~ | electe ident—James Bosher and Stafford H. Par- 
capacity, or the political principles of Wm. H. Harri- tre chic err apn flcsigle et s 


Charles Ellis, jr., was elected Recording Secretary. 


too is a Federalist of the old school; and on the hate- | A : 4. Sedd , > Wa" 
“ : ve < : - . . Ritchie, James A. Seddon, and Wim, F. Wat- 
ful subject of Abolition they distrust him. His politi- | Thos. Ritebie, Jam ae re , 

cal career has been marked by frequent departures from | 
true Democratic principles; and the public expositions | 








son were elected the Corresponding Committee. 

John Womble was elected Treasurer. 

In accordance with ihe requirement of the 5th arti- 
cle of the Constitution, the following gentlemen were 


: : ; , ‘ | elected as members of the Committees, viz 
and since his nomination to the Presidency, he and his First Committee —W ashington Greenhow, Chairman; 


principal supporters have manifested a want of eandor | 3,),,, H. Christian. Green Hall of Manchester, A. G. 
by a mysterious concealment of their opinions and doc- | p ang ig - 
trines, and a disregard for the feelings and a contempt 
for the intelligence of the American people, which can- |” Second Committee—Henry Jones, Alexandet Nott, 
not be too strongly condemned. Wm. Gray of Manchester, Daniel N. Joues, Rakert'T. 
This Association will advocate the re-election of Mar- Wickes. Mewtan Hill. dnd Hiram: Brews. 
tin Van Buren. He fearlessly and openly avows his | qyonies Ritehie offered “the i, eae 
principles, which are fortified and strengthened by aihetada ob tain eet ld i “ epee ay: & table for Setbeis 
their coincidence with the orthodox faith of the fathers | detatlee : = oe 
of Democracy. He appeals with dignity and decorum | Resolved, That the Central Committee Be respect- 
to the reason and understanding of the People, and is acoeanid to take ‘ato considesataan tie propriety 
maintains his positions with the distinguished ability | of callie + Demecratic Conventional the State in 
that characterises a stateamen: He has shown by | the course ‘of the Summer, at Charlottesville. 
yr mpacost 2 Ryeetwontinl chair, thatin bin | The Report of the Committee in relation to the Hall 
the Southern people may well confide. He is opposed | was received, and the bill of expences, incarred in fit- 
ting it up, ordered to be paid by the Treasurer—who 
was also authorized to receive voluntary subscriptions. 
On motion, the Association adjourned to the next 
meeting in course (Satarday evening, the 6th June, at 


owell, Robt. Poore, Daniel Trueheart, and Join Cos- 


majority, regardless of the Constitation, and support- 
ed by a Federal President, might crush and destroy | 
the very existence of Southern Institutions. While | 
he is at the head of this Government, we are well Pel | 8 o'clock.) S. H. PARKER, Chm'n. 
suaded, that no unconstitational bill will receive the Wa, PF. Warecn, Sesh: 

Presidential sanction, and that no Measure, conflicting) — ~ imac ads 
with our rights, can obtain the character of a Jaw. as ae 
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Place Wm. H. Harrison in the Presidential Chair, | 
and we shall again be subject to a National Bank; the | 
burden of an oppressive Tariff may be again imposed 
upon us, and a Northern majority may again draw from | 
Southern pockets the funds to carry on a wasteful sys- 
tem of Internal Improvements, in violation of the Con- 
stitation and against the expressed will of a majority of 


Tosacco—The market opened on Wednesday henrvily, at a de- 
cline of 50a 75 c. per hundred on the closing rates of last week— 
yesterday we observed no improvement, and the bidding went off 
with less spirit. We quote luge, 34 a $4; leaf, common, 4§ a $6; 
middling, 6} a 74 and $8; good and fine, ®} a $11; extra manufac- 
turing qualities, 10 a $16}, Receipts and inspections continue 

vy. WINFREE & WILLIAMSON, 

FLovr—#4f—<ales. 

Waeat—o to 90 cts.—none coming in. 

















120 
Mr. Po ins — ? stter. 

The humbug of # Standing Army, which the Federal 
Slangwhangers conjured up at the last Spring election, 
must now give way before the light of truth. The able 
letter of Mr. Poinsett, whic 


that receptacle of evil spirits—the Red Sea. How lit- 
tle it deserves the name of Standing Army; how little 
it deserves even to be called a new and unprecedented 
scheme, from the prinesple of classification, and train- 
ing in Camps of Disciple, will distinetly appear from 
the luminous c omparison which Mr, P. draws between 
his own proposition and those of his predecessors in the 
War Office, of former Presidents, and of Committees 

of Congress, inclusive of Gene ral Harrison’s, which 
goes a bow- shot beyond Mr. Poinsett’s. The name 
of a Standing Army is preposterous: (and, in fect, this 
Scheme seemed best calculated, in the opinion of past 
Administrations, to prevent the necessity of a Stand- 
ing Army,) and yet 
party hold the anderstandings of the People, that they 
continue to insult them wil the term. For instance, 
we lave before us the Baltimore American of the Sth, 
which gives the Congressional sketeh of ils Washing- 
ton Correspondent, as f llows: 

“Standing Army.—Mr. Roane of Va. moved the 
printing of | 10,000 extra copies of the Report of the 
committee on the wilitia in relation to the standing 
army scheme of the Secretary of War, recommende d 
by Mr. Poinsétt and upproved by the President im his 
annual message.”’ 


“Approved by the President’ —-This is another of the | 


bold assertions of the day. Itis like the caption of the 
Executive Committee to their msidious bandbill of 
100, or 150,000 impressions: “Plan of the Stending 


Army of 209,900 men, submitted to Congress by the | 


Secretary of War, and recounaended by the President 
of the U. S."—Mr. Poinsgett, with that moral courage 
and strict regard to truth, which have always distn- 
guished him, comes forward to explain the bistery of 
the bill. He declares, that the President “had no 
agency in preparing the plan, and no previous know- 
ledge of its details.” But why expatiate on this sub- 
ject? We reqnest our readers to read carefully over 
the ingenuous letter now publ shed for the first time 
We recommend it to every dispassionate citizen of the 
U.S. ft willeffectually strike from the hands of the 
Opposition the most im-idious and efficient weapon 
which they have wielded against us. 

We shalialso hasten to lay before our readers Mr. 
Keim’s Report x the M lit aCommittee of the H. of 
R. and Mr. ©. C. Cliy’s Report trom the Committee , 
of the Senate. t he sr deed ne to adoptany #etion upon 
the bill—and when these reports, and the: Secretary's 
letter shall have been lard betire our readers, we shall 
leave the whole matter to ‘the second sober thought" 
of a free and intel! gent peop ile. 





A Petersburg Stangwhanger (P. Intelligencer) asks, whether | 
“Nathan”? wishes to “embrol Joho Tyler, “a Southern man with 
Southern feelings, and a siav holder to boot, with the Abolition sts | 
of the North and West, and to <ecur: 
Buren, who never owned any stives, exce;t those white siaves 
whom he has purchased with the  j.cts of office. 
now, that the Van Buren Pod sratist<, ave, the Suathern Van Buren | 
Federalists, are not paying eourt to the Nothern wd Western Ato- 
littonist-?"”—*Paying court to tee A cl tionists,” indeed! What, 
bata ninny ean suspect them f that filly? Ef th y were to court 
them, then indeed, would they hive told Mr. V. BL, to “keep dark 
and lie close,” as W. . Harrison this done, to play the imate; 
and refuses all such interr gator ss from fiend of foe. But Mr. Van 
Buren does not play the nu-commetit—he does net pat hime if 
into the hands of a “confidential committee,” who assumes the 
responsibility of answering for him, in order that he may “keep 
dark and lay close”? He comes oat a dty aud boldly in favor of 
Southern rigbta; declares sean, th: tt he will v to any bill touching 
slavery—and whilst Gen, H, sayv< wil not answer such inter 
rogatory from friend or foe, V. B. fin! sly declares, “that no bill 
conflicting with those views could ov or reeeiv’s my constitutional 
sanction” —~—and moreover, that © 1 ein, «sa public min, find the 
path of duty only in one direetion—that of undssguised opposit on.” 

The Shingwhanger misrepresents Nath w'sobject. Nathunis an 
enemy toall mystifiettion, all trick. He wishes every tab to stand 
upen its own bottom”? ft John Tyler receives the vot of the 
“Quaker Abolitionists” of Ohio, let them Know apon what grounds | 
they are togive it. Wouil th: PL Tat bigemeer bave these nen 
vote in the dark? Woull be have Joba Tyter, too, be 
keep dark—lest he might lise tar vow? Es ue. Te woiting, a 
Gen. H. ts, to owe his election to the vet's ef the Abolitioni-t ? 
—Put the Slangwhavger fins tne erod tcf speaking ont on the 
point—Mr, T. is (he adm ta) ‘ta slavebol ler. ’—L keow, that betters 
have been addressed to Virginia, ask og Chis very question 
should not the writers apply at one to Mr. Ty!-r—and ask him, 
too, whether, if elected Viee Presid. + it ind if he shonld sucee «dl, 
in case of Gen. H's desth. to the Executive functions, 4+, like 
Martin Van Buren, would reto any bill whica would estat lish a Na 
tional Bank or afiset slavery. "HILO-NATIAN. 









A Proposition for a Compromise 

The following proposition comes tt m the Compiler. It pro- 
poses to arrange an haportant aed som what d ficult matter on 
fair nnd amicable princip! For our-own puts, We ehoerfally 
acquiesce, and seriously recomencnt it to the consideration of 
eur polities! friends. Whot we d>-ire is, th: appotmtnent of 
fair and just Commissioners of t t+ tien, to tike im the votos of 
the people. Give us a taie field, and we far not the result, Vie 
ginia will never vote fora Fe feral st, and the candid ite of the 
Abolitionists: (“ The Preudeat al Ke teoou.—The very baportint 
duty will soon have to be performed by the Governor and Couned 
of appointing three persons in each county, to supecintend the 
Presidential Election in the full. The persons thus appoints 
have to select snb-commixsioners for each precinct in cach conn 
ty. It is obvious that the Executive in the nature of things, ul 
have tedepend upon the information of others ina great aij ty , 
of cases. it would doubtless aid the Executive very much im 
performing this delicate, and, at present, unusually interoeting 





it we have the pleasure of 
laying before our Readers this morning, will Jay it in) 
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1 in by the people gen ly ofeach county, for their intetiigence, 
| firmness and integrity tn conducing the cl ction, and who might 
b: relied on to select such assistants as woald act with fairness 
and impartiality. We make the anggestion, hoping tt 3 its pro 

erenty will he seen by all who desire thatthe will of the Peop! 
moiy be fully and fairly taken in the Presid-ntial Electic an. We 


| have no doubt such recommendations would he acce ptable to the 
executive, and would be respec trully considered.” 


Later stilt from Ke nturkiI—EXTRact of a ati “tter from Washineton, 
Jane 9.—“in addition tothe late news from Kentucky (Wick life’ 
tter, &e.,) Lhave the pleasure to inform yon, that the Western 
ma tof to-day confirms the previous report f had heard that ‘Old Ben 

| Hardin? bad come out forthe Adi ninistration, an¢ 1 is now engaged 
a jin nm v Mp to wean her putriot sons from the dominion and influence 
. Clay, and place them in opposition to Gen. Harrison and 

lhes ‘Aboti tion allies. How any slive State can cast her vote on 
| Gen. Harrison is to me on inexplicabl+ problem. The antidote is 
tat work; for, before ‘the Ides of November,’ all the poison sent 
firth in aid of the ‘tar and cider’ candidate, wil be hushed in si 
jence by the voice of the pure Democracy of the States. The 
| Hon. Henry Daniel has also abandoned the Whig party in Ken 
| tuckv, and bas actually taken the stump, and is now trav 
| his old Congressional District in aid of our cause. Advices fre mn 
| Kentocky speak encovragingly; and, indeed, why should it not 
| be so, Whea so many important changes are taking place among 
| te descendants of ‘the Long Knife’? State? She has been in a 
H “wr 
( 


re 


a 










Dg position, and we hope she will soon return to her first prin 
ciples, in her palmiest days. There does not seem to be a doubt, 
that Gen, Howard will be elected Governor of Indrana—that elec 

tion will be the precursor of many victories to ua, and defeats to 
the Whigs in many of the States.’? 


Coming out?—Some of the Whi g friends of Gen. Harrison have 
| been attempting to prevail npon him to unmask, The Louisville Ad 
|v rliser says, that the Speaker of the H. of R of Kentucky, ‘Mr. 
Helms) has forwarded to him “a copy of Mr. Clay’s Anti- \bolition 
speech, requiring him to endorse it.”’ It aiso states, that two of the 
distinguished Councilors at Law of Lovisville had undertaken a 
| mission to North Bend, to rescue him out of the bands of bis “*Confi 
| dential Committee,” and bring bim ont. (This movement had 

| been quickened by the Inte powerful Address of the 

| Kentucky Committee, of which 59,000 copies were in circulation, 
' 

| 


and in the course of another week “the number will be fully 
1,909.7) It was reported also, that Messrs. Preston of §. C. and 
| Dawson of G. were putting the screws upon him; and it was re 
ported, in the Globe of Wednesday, that he had retreated, and 
| wie throwing hiraself into the arms of his Southern friend<.— 
‘ (How far? Wonld he pledge himself to go as far as Mr. V. B., and 
vets any bil? Norvnive cess will do, on that point.)—But the 
| Globe of Tharsday evening extracts from the National Intel 
| ligencer of thet morning the following extraordinary correspond- 
pence, which distinctly shows that the Prophet is stilt veiled, the 
| candidate still mute: 
© Messrs. Gales und Seaton: Please publishin the Intelligencer 
the subjoined extract of a letier from General Harrison, under date 
j of the 28th uitimo. It is in answer toa communication which I 
| addressed to him, relat've to that ignominions subjection to the 
Cine'nnati Committee which has been so often ascribed to him. 
He repels the impniation that bis thoughts are subject to the keep 
in or dictation of a cominitter. 

“The publication of the annexed portion of his letter is due to 
General Harris 1 It will be appreciated by the cand d and just 
| of all parties. To give it authent'city, is a sufficient motive for 
connecting my naine with its publication, 

Yours, respectfully, 
JOSEril L. WILLIAMS. 





Wasuineton, June 6, 1849. 





Eatrect from General Harrizon’s Letter. 

“All the connection which | ever had with the Corresponding 
Comm ttve of the Whigs of Hamilton county (that which [ suppose 
| hos heen alluded to) rs, that [ requested the committee through its 
ehoinman, Major Gwynne, to give the information sought for, in 
| some of the numerous !-tters [ reerived, in relation to my political 
opinions, and eventsin my past lif’. ‘Uhis was to he done by send 
ine to the writers ef those letters the documents which conta ned 
th: infomation they sought. He was, also, authorized, in caws 
| where further opinions were asked for, to stat: my dotermmnation 
to vive no other pl dues of what I would or would not do, if I 

hould be elveted to the Presidency”’ 

‘The General then still means to remain mote. 
| will “vy ve no other pledges of what T would or wouk! now de, if 
| I should be elected to the Presidency.”? As the Globo says, “The 
| effet of tina evidence, which the friends of Harrison produce to 
| exonerate him from TH e imputation ef being in the care of a com 
| mitt-e, ix to show that he avows and tates upon hinse f the respon- 
| sibility of the pol cy which that committee announced. Instend 

of saving the committee a ted without authority in stating thar he 

woold make no further declaration of principles for the puble 
J eve, he says that he ‘authorized? them to do so!-~This puts an ead 

toni doubt. ‘he people now see standing before them a candid- 

ate for the highest office they can confer, who boldly t Hs them 
‘he will answer none of their questwns as to his epmions—'e wal not 
tll them what he will or will not do, if they elect hin! Willthe peo 
pre vote for a man who thus tr ats their reasonable inquiries with 
coutanpt? November’a p dls will reth?? 

Such are the bust advices from North Bend. ‘The candidate is 
nowy t smoked out by his (riends—and he will prebrbly not be. 
But if be ders wnmask atall, itmus be thoreu bly, without stint 





Be itso! He 








oreqn vocation. The w hole of his face unve led —Not a hinea- 
ment concealed ! 

Portraits of the Mero can kdate baive boen maluplied in pamph 
Tt-, oP eanacs, and the newspapers. The bist edi ton is in the 






| Pouyhkeepsie Journal (Senator Tallmadge’s paper.) It is amusing 
tose how wamows the fices, and bow antike albof them are tothe 
orivinat. tt would seem, that the fice of the “Veiled Prophet” 
had been draw h, as it were, by guess, under ahood. [le seems to 
have as many f ces 


} 


as ¢ dink ets. 





| Pik has ddr nse a ats “ter to Mr. Cirundy, ¥ which does hitn 
| bie hy mo. tHe says, that “fn times tke those, when powerful 
| combinate ms of various seetii nal interests, are aciing in extraor- 
d@ nory conccrt with our ol opponent, the Federalists, and Uher 
allies the Abodit onsts, againet the cherished princip 
publ ene institution, personal and sectional prefere 
Sinem ef ths same political principles, are of no impartance.”? 
theee-fore ad ts, “Etrust Linay be perm tted to express my sincere 
d-sir , shoud the further use of my name, in connection with the 
| Vice Pros d ney, be found to int -rpose the slight:-t obstacle to the 
j entire and cordial union of the Democratic puty, that it may be 
p.omptly withd.awn by my friends from before the public.” 











“New De radaru to the F. mpre?'t—The w hig « erresponding Com- 
m ttee of Spottsylvania, on the 6th June, invites the Elrcter to vi 
sit thom as cften as is convenient— but, for fear bh should not ap 
pearoften enough, they propose to appoint “Sub-blectors’? to ad 
| dress the Poople of Spottsylvania. “Sub-Electors!””—-Well, surely 





these Pods are the most inventive people on the face of the earth 
—faller of odd conce:ts and mdiculous inventions to cozen the votes 
of the Voople! 


if recommendations from the counties proceeding jointly | 


Democratic | 


New Sirns!—Among t! 1 banners, which were cispinyed on last 





le aturaay by 2 exnthering of the Whigs (some from Brooke a 
fand from Wheeling) at Warren, Ohio, was one “Tip, ‘To and 
iTyter. A Rank and Tariff to compete with Foreigners.” "ie Te 
H we have another banner unforled—in unison with the Baltimors 
| banner of “Tip, Tyler and Tariff.” It is in the spirit of Andrew 
| Stewart’s speech at Union town in March.—Put Harrieon in the 









al chair, and we shall have the Federal Policy fulbhlown 
: iff enlarged, u der the Compromise Act, agd a National 

established. Let no man who votes for Harrison be sur 
prised atit. He has full notice and fair warning—and has no 
wht to exclaim “1V ho wonld bave thought it??? 


jarrison cannot move without a certificate. His military 
attested by certificates of officers—and Jo! here is Dr. 
with a certificate of hia health and body (in favor of hia 
*.) ‘The Doctor declares, that he was surprised 
atthe accuracy of his memory, in relating various events from 
2 to 18l4—but the N. ¥. Post says, he may remember the past 
better than he docs mch tater tmpressions—that “neither friend 
nor foe can geta word out of him in relation to his pr: sent opi- 
nions, or What may have passed through his mind a day or two 
before.”? The Doctor adds, “ #hatever of intellect and informa- 
tion he may have at any time possessed with him, remains un 
tired by age”—and as to his health, the Doctor certifies that 
“constitution is us good as that of most men of his age’® 
(some (8 perhaps)—and he is subject to no disease,” but “a 
periodical neural sa of the head”? (alias “headache,” in the upper 
story.) 
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Virg nia!—A resp: ectable e dealer, (and a a WI h ig one toc) makes 


| this rernark on the prospects of this “blessed mother of us all,’ 


that no State is blessed with more natural resourses, arising from 
her climate and ber soil. ‘That her tobacco is worth to her 5 mil- 
lions, when exported; ber flour 1} millions—and then, there are 
her Indian corn, her coal, her iron, cattle, and her other produc- 
tions—hesides her immense water power, and susceptibilities for 
domestic manufactures and Internal [mprovements. ‘Tobacco is 






now at a fine price, and rewarding her Planters. ‘Things are 
coming rightin Virginia. Who ought to be happier than she?— 


With Jvdustry and Levnomy, the two great pillars of individus! and 
national prosperity; with the power to make and to sane; no State 
ought to be better off, than this Old Dominion.—And tien her 
political prinesples, which are so pure and exemplary, that even 
Federalism and Harrisouism cannot corrupt them. 


Items of News. 

The Unicorn steamer (the first Cunard packet, which is totoueh 
at Halifax,) has arrived at Boston, with London dates to the ICth 
May. Ti he diffieu! ty between Great Britain and Naples had been 
setued, The affairs of Turkey wear » more hostile a-pect. The 
intelligence in relation to the North eastern Boundary question is 
entirely pacific. Nothing later of importance from Canton, Lord 
William Russel baa been murdered, as is supposed by his valet.— 
‘The cotton maiketat Liverpool! ducing the week ending May 15, 
had been depre ssed, with » falling off of prices }d., in American 
and Brazils. ‘The sales of the prece ding weck were brisk. 

CONGRESS. 

Senater.—The Bankrupt Bill is still before the Select Committee. 
There has been some excitement about pul lishing extra copies of 
the Report on the \ iti: Repot—al-o about publishing Mr. Poin- 
sett’s Report, accompanied by Gen. Harrisou’s three Reports. Mr. 
Roane moved to print extra copies of the first—when Mr. Preston 
moved to print a large Edition of Mr. Poinsett’s militia schenie.— 
Mr, Clay of A., took the Whig Senators by surprise, and moved to 
amend, by adding thereto the three Reports of Ge». Harri-on. ‘ihe 
urn which Mr. Clay of A. took on Mr. Preston’s electioncering 
motion, had excited much mirth at Wa-hington. ‘Ihe Senat> finally 
agreed to print Poinsett and Hariison together—but Mr. Roane’s 
motion, which he sepported by one of his strong speeches, will 
lead to a more protracted debate. 

H. of Representatives.—The House is every day in Cc mmittee cf 
the Whole, on the Independent Treasury bill. Two or three 
speeches are sometimes delivered in the course of the day —Lut no 
question has yet been taken, 

The Legistature of Peausylvania was to adjourn yesterday. They 
have passed the bill to borrow $3,900,000 to pay arrear«ers and 
to carry on the public impruvements—and a hill “to create edditic nal 
revenues to be applied towards the payment of interest, and the 
extinguishment of the d bts of the Commonwealth,” by taxes on 
various objects of property and luxury, at a rate which is calen- 
lated to prednuce forthe State Treasury an annual revenue cf a mil- 
lion of dotlurs. We see nothing upon the proposition to chunge 
the day of resumption n by the Banks. 








Democratic Assuc totion af Ri chmond, Mi Manchester > ec. 

Ata very fall meeting of the Association, held at their room en 
Saturday night, the €thinet., Mr. James Boxher in the Chair, and 
C. Ellis, jr., Secretary, the follow ing resolution was adopted: 

** Revotved, ‘That this Association being amply imy ress dw ith the 
importance of the present pol tical crisis, recomme nid tuthe Demo 
erats of the respective Electoral Districts, tohol frequent assem- 
blages at diff-rent points within their respective Di trit’: Aud to 
the Democratic Party of the etite, te assemble in general (1. nven 
tion, on the 24 Weduredoy, in September, at Charlottesville.” 

The Repubiican papers taronghout the Commonweatth are res 
pectfully requested to publish the above. 











i Our Corre spond ont?s “Questions and Answers” are in type 
—but unavoidably postponed till our next No. 





> The Fr ends of the present Administration in the 
eounty of Goochland ure requested to meet at the 
Courthouse at June conrt. 

yr A meeting of the Republicans of Amelia 
quested at June court, for the purpose of consulting 
for the good of the party, of giving efficiency to pia 
sentiment, and of organizing aud ¢ ularg: ng the 
mittee of Vigilance. 


is re- 


‘Our- 





COMMUNICATED. 

The Committee of Vigilance, and the Democratc 
citizens of the county of Hanover generally, ave 1 
quested to meet at June Court uext, (the 24d) to or 
vanize aud arrange for the Presidenualk Election in 
November next. It is hoped and expected that there 
will be a fallattendanee. The Opposition are attempt 
ing to stermour Republican Fort, by their vap ur ng 
parade of young men, wany of whous are from 60 to 7d 
years old, with a prominent U. S. Bank advecate 
ther file leader. These grey headed young wen are 
hardened in their sins, and as we cannot convince then, 

For he that’s convinced against his will, 
Is «f the same opinion still. 

We mast beat the:n and their non-committal confi- 
dential committee, and high Tariff, and almost Abot - 
tion candidate for’ the Presidency, with the ballot b« x. 

June 1Uth, 1840. 
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